
Harpst first picked up a 
paintbrush later in life—about 
nine years ago—and soon was 
using the newfound talent 
around the county. 

“I feel God gave this gift to 
me to bless others,” she admit-
ted. “So I use [it] at nursing 
homes, the Recovery Zone and 
churches. I do my best to help 
people create their own art.” 

Until now, Harpst has stuck 
with acrylic paint for her work. 
To make this project more of a 
challenge, though, she decided 
to try her hand at watercolor. A 
different experience she enjoyed. 

Born in Kenton, Harpst 
moved often in her youth 
thanks to her stepfather’s posi-
tion in the Army. This included 
living in Germany as a teenager. 
But she came back to Ohio in 
time to graduate from Kenton 
High School before moving to 
Logan County. A resident here 
since 1990, Harpst started work-
ing at Citizens Federal Savings 
& Loan in 2000. 

Harpst confessed she was 
honored to be included as a Not 
So Bad artist. “I love art pro-
grams, and I am happy to sup-
port the Logan County Art 
League,” she said. 

As for her project, she knew 
two things: it needed to be 
related to warm weather and 
the water, specifically lakeside 
living. She ended up with a red, 
white and blue beached row-
boat against calm blue waters 
and sky. 

Though she questioned her 
choices several times, Harpst 
kept going, determined to finish 
her work. She was willing to 
start over, if necessary, but 
admits she was happy with how 
it turned out. 

Harpst described her process 
in this piece as slower, which 
allowed her to let her mind wan-
der into the scene. “I learned to 
have patience and to not be 
obsessed with perfection,” she 
said. 

“Since I started creating art 
late in life,” Harpst stated, “I am 
thankful to be included.” 

The Not So Bad Art by Good 
People fundraiser once again 
gathered art work by local 
celebrities. Each piece will be 
on display at Citizens during 
bank lobby hours, Monday 
through Friday, until Friday, 
Jan. 31. People can vote on their 
favorite by putting $1 in the 
artist’s box next to the particu-

lar piece. 
That winner will be 

announced at a celebration 
event and dinner starting at 5 
p.m. on Jan. 31 at Honey Birch 
Farm, 550 Township Road 30E, 
West Liberty, where each of the 
works of art will be auctioned 
off. All proceeds from the votes 
and the auction will go to the 
Logan County Art League. 

Anyone in the community 
can attend. Tickets for food and 
drinks, including dinner at 6 
p.m., can be purchased online 
for $30. Reservations are due by 
Friday, Jan. 24. You can find the 
form at logancountyartleague.org 
or by emailing art@logancount-
yartleague.org. 

BY MANDY LOEHR  
ExaminEr Staff WritEr 

Vending machines typically offer an easy and 
convenient approach to snacking and 
grabbing a quick energy boost, making foods 

and beverages accessible at the quick touch of a 
button.  

In a similar approach to making health and 
harm reduction items more readily available to the 
community, the Logan County District Board of 
Health members learned at their Wednesday, Jan. 
8, meeting about an innovative program and new 
piece of technology that dispenses these types of 
items for the community, 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week.  

Just several weeks ago on Dec. 11, a vending 
machine was installed outside of the front entrance 
to the Logan County Health District, 310 S. Main St. 
It offers more than a dozen different items — 
including COVID tests, emergency Narcan, first aid 
kits, pregnancy tests and personal hygiene kits — 
and unlike the typical snack-dispensing vending 

machines, all of the items are free. 
The vending machine is currently up and run-

ning and available to the community, and a ribbon 
cutting to celebrate the new piece of equipment is 
planned for Jan. 29.  

Megan Bailey, director of community outreach, 
said she had the idea for the health-related vending 
machine after hearing about a similar project 
through a webinar. She and fellow LCHD officials 
were able to acquire grant funding and donations 
to cover the entire cost of the project, including 
assistance received through COVID grant funds.  

“We’re so excited to unveil the vending machine 
to the community and for people to have this easy 
access to so many health and harm reduction 
items, at any hour of the day,” she said.  

“Many of the items in the vending machine 
were things we made available to the community 
inside our office, but this makes it even more con-
venient for them to stop by anytime and to receive 
just what they need.” 

See HEALTH on Page 10 

LOGAN COUNTY HEALTH DISTRICT  

Innovative vending machine makes 
health items accessible 24/7 

Barb Harpst with Citizens Federal Savings & Loan holds the artwork she 
submitted to the 2025 Not So Bad Art by Good People contest/fundraiser. 
Her painting is on display at Citizens, and people are encouraged to come by 
and vote on their favorite submission during bank lobby hours, Monday 
through Friday, until Jan. 31. (SUBMITTED PHOTO) 

Parks department 
addresses 
hopes/concerns 
of area youth 
BY SHARYN KOPF 
ExaminEr Staff WritEr 

In a special presentation to the 
Bellefontaine Joint Recreation 
District (BJRD) Board of Trustees at 
their Tuesday, Jan. 7, meeting, Kris 
Myers, parks superintendent, gave 
a brief overview of what he’s 
learned recently about the con-
cerns and aspirations of Logan 
County youth. 

Working with the Harwood 
Institute for Public Knowledge, the 
Logan County Youth Team came 
up with three central themes they 
want to focus on based on informa-
tion they gained during the six-
month project. 

Myers’ report stated the goal 
was “to foster a supportive and 
engaging community that encour-
ages our youth to stay and thrive in 
Logan County.”  

Besides interviewing 88 children 
of various ages, the team also facili-
tated nine community conversa-
tions, bringing together youth and 
adults. Out of that, they came up 
with these themes: 

One – A safe, family-friendly 
environment and initiative to 
encourage growth. A standout con-
cern was accessible sidewalks. 

See HOPES on Page 3 
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1. Parks Superintendent Kris 
Myers stated the Harmon Park 
project will be the biggest one 
of 2025 and it will have two 
phases, starting with communi-
ty meetings to nail down the 
design. They plan to use social 
media posts and neighborhood 
flyers to get the word out and 
will conduct the meeting at 
Lutheran Community 
Services. This project doesn’t 
come out of the budget but has 
separate funding. Myers hopes 
to keep the cost to less than 
$1.5 million. 

2. Myers also said there’s a need 
to repave the east and west 
walking paths at Southview 
Park, so efforts will be made to 
address that. 

3. They will refurbish the rest-
rooms at Mary Rutan Park and 
the north and south ones at 
Ratleff Park. Changes will 
include vandal-resistant doors 
and stainless steel sinks. With 
these facilities more than 50 
years old, the board agreed it’s 
time for updates. 

4. Finally, they’ve recognized a 
need to address the signage at 
the parks—not only to make 
them better but to have a con-
sistent look to all of them. The 
BJRD will work with Freytag & 
Associates Inc., Sidney, to cre-
ate a new design.

BJRD 2025  
CAPITAL PROJECT LIST 

• • • • ARTIST FEATURE • • • •  

Contest participant 
inspired by warm days  

at the lake 
BY SHARYN KOPF 
ExaminEr Staff WritEr 

Creating art 
isn’t 
particularly 

new to Barb Harpst, 
so when she was 
asked to participate 
in this year’s Not So 
Bad Art by Good 
People contest, she 
was ready to 
challenge herself … 
in a peaceful kind 
of way. 

“I love art 
programs, 
and I am 
happy to 
support the 
Logan County 
Art League.”  
BARB HARPST 
Contestant

Megan Bailey, director of community outreach, unveils the new vending 
machine available outside of the Logan County Health District, 310 S. Main 
St., that dispenses health and harm reduction items for free 24 hours a day. 
(EXAMINER PHOTO | MANDY LOEHR)

CANINE COMPANION 
READING BUDDIES  

Jackie Thompson’s second-grade class at Benjamin Logan Elementary 
School recently adopted plush puppies as reading companions in an engag-
ing classroom activity designed to enhance reading skills and boost confi-
dence. To kick off the project, each second-grader received a plush puppy, 
along with an adoption certificate and a reading log, encouraging regular 
reading practice. This creative effort allows each student to practice reading 
aloud at school and home to their furry friend, who offers unconditional sup-
port. These plush puppies serve as non-judgmental, comforting listeners, 
enabling students to read without fear of criticism. Beyond reading, the proj-
ect encourages students to develop empathy and responsibility through their 
interactions with their plush companions. (BL SCHOOLS PHOTO) 



Man arrested following assault 
with baseball bat  

William Board, 37, of Bellefontaine, 
was charged with abduction, criminal 
damaging and negligent assault follow-
ing a domestic dispute that escalated 
early Thursday morning, Jan. 9, and 
reportedly also involved extensive dam-
age to the victim’s car. 

Officers of the Bellefontaine Police 
Department responded to a call on Jan. 
9 at approximately 3:40 p.m., where they 
spoke with the victim, who reported 
she’d been attacked by her ex-boyfriend 
about 12 hours earlier. She told officers 
the altercation began around 3:30 a.m. 
at Board’s residence in the 300 block of 
Walnut Street. 

The victim explained she had gone to 
Board’s home to retrieve her belongings 
following the end of their relationship a 
week prior. The defendant reportedly 
locked the door and forcibly restrained 
her by pulling her arms and taking her 
belongings to prevent her from leaving. 
After an extended struggle, the victim 
managed to escape the residence. 

As she attempted to leave, Board 
reportedly followed her outside with a 
baseball bat, yelling that she would not 
be allowed to leave. The victim stated 
that Board struck her wrist with the bat 
as she tried to protect her car from 
being damaged. 

The victim further reported that a 
struggle ensued over her car keys before 
she was able to start her vehicle and 
close the door. At that point, Board 
allegedly struck her windshield with the 
bat, causing significant damage. The 
victim then fled the scene and later con-
tacted a victim’s advocate before report-
ing the incident to authorities. 

Officers documented the victim’s 
injuries and damage to her vehicle, 
including a smashed windshield, both of 
which were consistent with her account. 

When officers visited Board’s resi-
dence, he admitted to breaking the vic-
tim’s windshield with the bat, but denied 
the other allegations. Board was arrested 
and transported to the Logan County 
Jail. The baseball bat used in the incident 
was seized and logged as evidence. 

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP POLICE  

Drug charges filed after traffic stop  
A routine traffic stop on State Route 708 near U.S. 

Route 33 led to a drug-related arrest Thursday, Jan. 9.  
Officers of the Washington Township Police 

Department stopped a vehicle at 5:50 p.m. for an 
expired registration violation. During the interaction, 
officers noticed the driver, Shannon Byrd, 50, of 
Lakeview, appeared overly nervous and showed signs of 
drug use. While speaking with Byrd, officers observed 
her reaching around the vehicle, prompting a consent 
search. 

Officers discovered methamphetamine and a 
methamphetamine pipe inside the vehicle. Byrd was 
arrested and taken to the Logan County Jail, where she 
was charged with possession of drugs and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. 

Suspect arrested in domestic dispute 
A domestic dispute at an apartment on Stephenson 

Street ended with one person in custody late Thursday, 
Jan. 9. 

Officers were dispatched to 275 Stephenson Street, 
Apt. B, at 9:11 p.m. after receiving a report of a fight 
inside the residence. The caller said the argument had 
been ongoing for several hours and had escalated. 

Upon arrival, officers spoke with the victim, who had 
visible injuries. The apartment showed signs of a physi-
cal altercation, with items thrown about the residence. 

Delaney Hernandez, 19, of the address, admitted to 
assaulting the victim during the incident. She was 
arrested and transported to the Logan County Jail, 
where she was charged with domestic violence.

“No wonder anybuddy 
that’s got as much money 

invested in shoes and 
hose as a woman don’t 

want t’ stick around 
home.”

Written prior, 1931,  
by Kin Hubbard,  

a world-famous newspaper 
humorist and father of late T.E. 

Hubbard, former Examiner 
owner/publisher
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BELLEFONTAINE 
EXAMINER STAFFS 

MARYSVILLE — The 
criminal trial against for-
mer Union County 
Humane Agent Steffan 
Baldwin has reached an 
official decision. 

In the verdict filed 
Thursday, Jan. 2,  Judge 
Daniel T. Hogan found 
Baldwin guilty of 32 
felony crimes, including 
one count of bribery, 12 
counts of telecommuni-
cations fraud, four counts 
of tampering with 
records, 11 counts of cru-
elty to animals, one count 
of grand theft of a 
firearm, two counts of 
grand theft and one 
count of engaging in a 
pattern of corrupt activi-
ty.  

Baldwin was found 
not guilty of three counts 
of telecommunications 
fraud, two counts of tam-
pering with records and 
two counts of cruelty to 
animals. 

Baldwin, 44, whose 
court-listed address is 
3235 Trout Creek Ct., St. 
Augustine, Florida, stood 
trial in January of 2024 
where he was accused of 
39 total felony counts. 

Baldwin opted for a 
bench trial, meaning 
there was no jury of his 
peers and that the judge 
was tasked with issuing 
the verdict based on the 
presented evidence. 

In the court docu-
ments of the verdict, it 
was determined that at 
least 18 dogs were eutha-
nized or died during a 
three-year period from 
Jan. 1, 2014, to Dec. 31, 
2016, while under 
Baldwin’s care. 

Baldwin was appoint-
ed Union County 
Humane Agent on Nov. 
15, 2012, where he 
formed the Animal 
Cruelty Task Force (ACT). 
ACT was quickly estab-
lished as a nonprofit cor-
poration through the 
State of Ohio. 

The Union County 
Probate Court appointed 
Baldwin as a Humane 
Agent representing ACT, 
where he “displayed a 
badge and had the legal 
authority of a Humane 
Agent,” according to 
court documents. 

ACT was operated out 
of three locations in 
Union County, a house at 
323 S. Main St. in 
Marysville, a residence on 
State Route 31 and a farm 
house at 20365 State 
Route 739, Richwood. 

“Testimony at trial 
from a number of wit-
nesses clearly showed 
that Baldwin, from his 

appoint-
ment in 
2012 up 
until 
early 
2015, did 
good 
work,” 

according to court docu-
ments. “It is unclear 
when exactly things start-
ed to change, but by early 
2015 there was a change.” 

Baldwin also previous-
ly served as a board 
member for the Humane 
Society Serving Logan 
County and a former 
director for the Top of 
Ohio Pet Shelter, which 
closed in 2016 due to 
financial constraints. 
Baldwin helped conduct 
internal investigations at 
the Top of Ohio Pet 
Shelter of two former 
executive directors 
accused of impropriety. 

Ultimately though, 
Logan County 
Commissioners at the 
time determined the 
Logan County shelter 
could not be trusted with 
additional funding to 
continue operating 
because the board, 
including Baldwin, could 
not be relied upon to 
show an accurate 
accounting of the fund-
ing. 

The documents state 
that Baldwin’s focus shift-
ed from being a Humane 
Agent in a rural setting to 
concentrating on rescu-
ing and rehabilitating 
aggressive dogs, where he 
“recognized he could be 
successful in the dog res-
cue world.”  

Court documents say 
that Baldwin formed his 
personal business, “Save 
Them Dogs Training,” 
where he generated a fol-
lowing as well as dona-
tions from the national 
and international rescue 
community. 

“Baldwin’s scheme 
was to promote himself 
as a gifted rehabilitator of 
aggressive dogs and res-
cue dogs from the shelter 
euthanasia lists or from 
cruelty or neglect situa-
tions. Then post on social 
media about the success-
ful rescue of the dog,” 
according to court docu-
ments. 

Court documents say 
that Baldwin would 
attempt to have the dogs 
adopted or placed with 
fosters, but some place-
ments would not work 
out and they would be 
returned to ACT.  

The documents say 
that Baldwin had limited 
space for dogs. 

“Through various 
forms of electronic com-
munications…Baldwin 
concealed the dogs’ 

deaths from individuals 
who inquired about 
them. He lied about the 
dogs’ status months and 
even years after they 
died. He did this to pro-
tect his reputation. He 
was able to successfully 
continue “rescuing dogs”, 
soliciting and receiving 
donations,” according to 
court documents. 

The verdict said dur-
ing this time, from Jan. 1, 
2014 to Feb. 8, 2017, 
Baldwin used the ACT 
financial account as his 
own, where money was 
used for his personal 
expenses and “there was 
virtually no corporate 
structure.” 

Through a forensic 
accounting analysis, it 
was indicated that 
Baldwin controlled the 
funds for his personal 
use. 

“What portion was 
used for the care and 
maintenance of the dogs 
is not evidence before 
this court,” according to 
court documents. 

Of Baldwin’s 11 guilty 
counts of cruelty to ani-
mals, seven counts are 
labeled as dogs that 
Baldwin “needlessly 
killed”, according to court 
documents. 

A date for sentencing 
will be determined based 
upon completion of the 
Pre-sentence 
Investigation. 

Union County 
Prosecutor Dave Phillips 
said that the length of 
sentence is dependent on 
the sentences imposed 
and whether the judge 
imposes a consecutive or 
concurrent sentence. 

The bench trial in 
January lasted for three 
weeks, where it saw 58 
witnesses testify and 303 
exhibits admitted. 

The case was original-
ly filed in June 2020 and 
took nearly four years to 
get to trial as attorneys 
argued the timeline and 
statute of limitations on 
misdemeanors, dealt with 
health issues for witness-
es and the defendant, 
resolved alleged bond 
violations and a change 
of defense attorneys mid-
way through the process. 

Aug. 4, the case 
slowed again after 
Baldwin’s defense coun-
sel learned of a discipli-
nary action against 
Detective Jim Conroy of 
the Campbell Police 
Department, the lead 
investigator in the case. 
Hogan ordered the state 
to provide additional 
information about the 
disciplinary action. On 
Nov. 27, the trial was 
reconvened for further 
examination of Conroy. 

Baldwin guilty 
on 32 felonies  

BALDWIN

OHIO SUPREME COURT 
EXPLORATION  

The West Liberty-Salem High School Mock Trial Team recently 
had the opportunity to visit the Supreme Court of Ohio and 
The Thomas J. Moyer Judicial Center in Columbus. The team 
includes Collin Thompson, Taran Logwood, Anna Cole, Ava 
Chamberlain, Silas King, Greyson Horsley, Connor Garman-
Ferguson, Sadie Paul and Gwen McCullough. Organized by 
government teacher and mock trial team adviser Sean 
Stormes, this trip offered students an up-close look at the his-
tory, role, and crucial responsibilities of our court system. 
During the visit, students participated in discussions about the 
importance of civic participation, the election of justices and 
judges and the significance of jury duty. They also explored 
thought-provoking case studies, gaining a deeper understand-
ing of the legal process. This experience was a valuable 
opportunity for the Mock Trial Team to examine the past, pres-
ent, and future of our judicial system while engaging in hands-
on learning at the Ohio Supreme Court. The team will compete 
in districts at the Marion County Courthouse Jan. 17, for a 
chance to advance to the regional and state competitions in 
February. (WL-S PHOTO) 
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Continued from P1 
“It came up in every 

group conversation,” Myers 
said. Issues included condi-
tion, connectivity and neigh-
borhoods without sidewalks. 
Specifically, young people 
with a job but no car want a 
safe option when they need 
to walk to work. 

Two – Creating a close-
knit community where peo-
ple can connect through 
neighborhood events and 
gatherings. 

One of the first topics 
raised in this discussion was 
the Fred Carter Park project. 
Last summer, the youth 
group from Vineyard 
Christian Fellowship spent a 
week cleaning, weeding and 
establishing trails through 
the park, which sits off 
Lakewood Drive in 
Bellefontaine. 

“Dave Schwieterman and 
I started that conversation, 
which involved kids,” Myers 
reminded the board. In 
essence, they began doing 
the work of this theme before 
they had the discussion. In 
fact, Myers plans to meet 
with Schwieterman this week 
to discuss future projects. 

Three – A focus on com-
passion, accessibility and 
positive change to create a 
nonjudgmental environment 
where everyone feels valued. 

For Myers, though, the 
key takeaway came from ask-
ing young people who they 
trust. Surprisingly, they 
expressed a general distrust 
of their schools, teachers and 
guidance counselors. That 
was counteracted by a clear 
dependence on parents. 

Speaking for the youth, 
Myers put it this way: “‘In the 
end,’ they said, ‘no matter if 
I’m a turd or not, my parents 
will defend me.’” 

In response to the report, 
the board discussed options 
for local events, like bringing 

back concerts in the park. “I 
think that’s something our 
community is ready for,” 
Myers concluded. 

Football Program  
The meeting started with 

an issue expressed by Rob 
Palmer, who serves the 
department as a football, 
basketball and baseball 
coach. Three other area 
coaches attended in support. 

Palmer’s intent, he stat-
ed, was not to criticize the 
recreation department or 
Bellefontaine schools, but to 
advocate for their young ath-
letes. 

According to Palmer, this 
was the first time in 12 years 
they’d enjoyed such a feat. 
He credited much of that to 
the dedication of the coach-
ing staff, which includes 
board member Keyne 
Strickland, Dean Whetzel, 
Tyler Vermillion, Doug Robb, 
Shawn Cox, Brendan 
Keneson, Chris Hoge, Nach 
Eaton and Wes Bach. 

Though they had initially 
planned to cut seven players 
from a roster of 40, the effort 
and potential of all the boys 
inspired the coaches to keep 
them on the team. They’re 
glad they did.  

The coaches asked that 
some kind of recognition 
take place during halftime of 
a Bellefontaine High School 
boys’ basketball game, which 
was denied. Palmer feels 
such an acknowledgement 
would only take about 10 
minutes, “yet it could signifi-
cantly boost community 
engagement and enthusiasm 
for youth sports.” 

With that in mind, 
Palmer approached the 
board with the request they 
consider ways to highlight 
the boys’ achievement. 

Though Myers said he did 
have several conversations 
about this, it didn’t work out 
and, as a result, didn’t move 
forward. 

“It was nothing mali-
cious,” Myers admitted, “but 
there are so many things like 
that already and it just didn’t 
fit at that time.” He also apol-
ogized for not pushing hard-
er, and the board agreed they 
should do more to support 
their student athletes. 

In other board news: 
• MacKenzie Fitzpatrick 

will now serve as the liaison 
between the board and the 
Bellefontaine City Council. 

• The sports program 
continues to have an officiat-
ing shortage and Danny 
LeCompte, recreation coor-
dinator, has often had to step 
in to help out. 

• Despite the weather on 
Monday—or, perhaps, 
because of it—the first night 
of the Winter Walking 
Program saw 17 people show 
up. They are still looking for 
volunteers to monitor that. 

• The department now 
has three tournament dates 
for 2025: first weekend of 
May, first full weekend of 
June and second weekend of 
July. Registrations are 
already filling up. 

• Log work has been com-
pleted on the log cabin at 
Myeerah Nature Preserve 
and they’re wrapping up the 
roof and gutters. 

• They also plan to move 
forward on adding pickleball 
courts at the high school. 
Since they see young people 
there almost every night, 
that’s where the impetus is 
originating. “They are clam-
oring for more space,” Myers 
said. 

• 2025 final budget 
included “tweaking” the 
salary for the administrative 
assistant, costs to hire retired 
contractors, and an adjust-
ment to potentially fill anoth-
er maintenance position. It 
also included a check from 
the state to reimburse the 
Blue Jacket Park project and 
an expected tax revenue of 

1.6 million. Additional rev-
enue is projected at $120,000. 

Myers reminded the 
board they will owe a 
$750,000 debt payment in 
2026.�The board passed the 
2025 final budget, which now 
goes to the city council. They 
should approve it by March. 

For the next three 
months, the BJRD board will 
deviate from its regular 
schedule and location and 
will meet in the police train-
ing room on the second 
Tuesday instead of the first. 
As a result, their February 
meeting will take place at 7 
p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 11.

John M. Elliott 
John M. Elliott, 87 of Bellefontaine passed at his resi-

dence Monday, January 6, 2025 with his wife by his side. 
John was born January 26, 1937 in Zanesfield to the 

late Howard and Doris (Cronkelton) 
Elliott. On December 31, 1959 in Mt. 
Victory, OH he married his high school 
sweetheart and love of his life Carmel 
Ann Rife, who survives. 

John grew up on the family farm in 
Zanesfield where he farmed part time 
with his father. He later proudly served 

his country in the U.S Army. He then came back home 
and worked at Rockwell International for 24 years, then 
Rockwell moved out of Bellefontaine and John got a job 
at Bellemar. He later moved to HTM where he worked for 
23 years before retirement. Carmel and John loved to visit 
the Smokey Mountains and normally went every Fall 
until he got sick. John had his private pilot license and 
enjoyed flying frequently. John and Carmel attended the 
Quest Community Church in West Liberty. He enjoyed 
his Saturday morning trips to McDonalds where the 
“Liars Club” got together. John also enjoyed the phone 
calls he made, sometimes daily, to his friends when he 
was unable to leave the house. He was a loving husband, 
father, brother, uncle and friend. He will be deeply 
missed by all who had the privilege to get to know him. 

He is survived by his loving wife of 65 years, Carmel A. 
Elliott; son, Christopher Elliott; daughter, Tamara & 
Michael Irwin; many loving friends, nieces and nephews. 

He is preceded in death by his sisters, Marilyn Green 
and Beverly Kerr. 

There won’t be any services for John at this time. 
The family would like to give a thank you to Universal 

Home Health and Hospice and their staff for the loving 
care they gave to John. 

Memorial Contributions may be made to Universal 
Home Health and Hospice, 921 Rush Ave, Bellefontaine, 
OH 43311 or Quest Community Church, 110 South St, 
West Liberty, OH 43357. 

Online Condolences may be expressed at www.jen-
ningsfarley.com. 

Janet L. Inskeep 
Janet L. Inskeep, a cherished member of her commu-

nity and family, passed away peacefully on January 7, 
2025, at her home in Bellefontaine, Ohio, just shy of what 
would have been her 89th birthday.  

Born on January 21, 1936, in the small town of Mingo, 
Ohio, Janet lived a life marked by love, dedication, and a 

deep sense of compassion.  
For many years, Janet worked at the 

Lutheran Thrift Store and Botkins Egg 
Farm.  

She was the beloved wife of James L. 
Inskeep, with whom she shared a joyful 
marriage that began on August 25, 1951. 

Together, they crafted a life full of rich experiences and 
loving memories, with family at its heart. Janet’s mar-
riage to James was one of her life’s greatest achieve-
ments, offering those around her a shining example of 
devotion and partnership until James’s passing.  

Known for her remarkable capacity for compassion 
and her mischievous sense of humor, Janet had a gift for 
bringing light into the lives of those around her. Whether 
it was through a heartfelt conversation or a shared laugh, 
she had a unique ability to make others feel cherished 
and understood.  

Janet was a devoted wife, mother, and grandmother. 
Debbra Yoder, her daughter, survives her and carries for-
ward her mother’s legacy of love and laughter. Janet is 
also survived by 7 grandchildren, 19 great grandchildren, 
and 8 great great grandchildren, who were her pride and 
joy.  

Janet faced the profound loss of many loved ones, 
including her parents, Mildred Vaughn Larry (Johnson) 
and Alfred Lee Larry, her husband James, her sister 
Mabel Wayman, her brothers Grant Sherman Larry and 
Charles Larry, as well as her children Pamela K. Inskeep, 
Lowell Inskeep, and James E. Inskeep, and grandchildren 
Eddie Inskeep and Jeremy Inskeep. Despite these losses, 
she demonstrated resilience and grace, remaining a bea-
con of strength for her family.  

Those who had the privilege of knowing Janet will 
remember her not only for her kindness and humor but 
also for her love of family, which transcended all else. Her 
memory will live on in the hearts of those she touched, a 
testament to a life well-lived. As we remember Janet, we 
celebrate her remarkable journey—a life characterized by 
generosity, love, and laughter. She will be dearly missed, 
but her spirit will forever illuminate the paths of her 
loved ones.  

A memorial service will take place at noon Saturday, 
January 18, at Jennings Farley & Seeley Funeral Home & 
Crematory, 5591 U.S. Route 68 S., West Liberty. Visitation 
will be from 10 a.m. to the time of the service.  

Burial will be in the Highland Memorial Cemetery at a 
later date.  

In lieu of flowers, please donate to Universal Home 
Health & Hospice Care, 921 Rush Ave, Bellefontaine, OH.   

Nathaniel Gage Jones 
Nathaniel Gage Jones, 23, of Bellefontaine, passed 

away on Tuesday, December 24, 2024.  He was born on 
January 2, 2001, in Bellefontaine, Ohio, to the late Danny 

Jones, and mother Crystal Jones who 
survives in Lima.   

Nate was adopted and adored by Bill 
and Vicki Yuretich, who loved him as his 
own for over two decades. Nate was 
known for his quirky personality, funky 
style and the kind of love he had for his 

family. Nate enjoyed taking walks, drawing, hanging out 
with friends, collecting rocks, playing games, listening to 
music, and watching scary movies. 

Nate is survived by a large family, all included, are his 
mother and father, Vicki and Bill Yuretich; his brothers: 
William Yuretich, Jr., Hunter (Aubria) Yuretich, Tony 
(Kaylon) Yuretich, Bobby Yuretich, Charly Yuretich, 
Quinn Yuretich, Stephen Coe, all of Bellefontaine, and 
Brent Jones of Lima. He is also survived by his sisters: 
Virginia (Terry) Yuretich, Brenleigh Mustain, Rhonda 
Savage, and Crissy Todd, all of Bellefontaine. 
Additionally, he is survived by his grandmothers: Katie 
Casey of Bellefontaine, Patricia Yuretich of Darien, IL, 
and Lavone Reid of Darien, IL. Other survivors include an 
aunt Toni Schoepfle, and countless other nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and close family friends who held dear 
to him.   

He was preceded in death by his biological father 
Danny Jones, and adoptive grandfather Charles Paul 
Yuretich. 

Nate will be missed beyond what words can express.   
2 Corinthians 4:17-18:  “For our light and momentary 

troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far out-
weighs them all.  So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, 
but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, 

but what is unseen is eternal.” 
Matthew 11:28-30: “Come to me, all you who are 

weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light.  

The family will be having a memorial service at a later 
date. 

The Eichholtz Daring & Sanford Funeral Home & 
Cremation Center is honored to serve the Jones / 
Yuretich family, and encourages anyone to share a fond 
memory or message of condolence at www.edsfh.com. 

Edward L. Miller 
Edward L. Miller, 82, of Bellefontaine, stepped into 

Glory on Tuesday morning, January 7, 2025, at his home 
after a long battle with lung cancer, with 
his wife and daughter by his side.  

Ed was born in Lewistown, Ohio, on 
December 19, 1942, to the late John F. 
and Roxie L. (Sanders) Miller.  He was 
also preceded in death by 2 sons, Brian 
Edward and Aaron Patrick Miller, and a 

brother Carl “Gene” Miller. 
Ed is survived by his wife Rosilynn D. (Byrd) Miller, 

whom he married on June 29, 1965.  Also surviving is 
daughter Lori J. Bechtel of Bellefontaine; a granddaugh-
ter Azlynn Vaneese Bechtel of Sidney; 2 brothers: Frank S. 
Miller of Bellefontaine, and John R. (Nancy) Miller of 
Lewistown; a sister-in-law Pamela Miller of Lewistown; 
and numerous nieces and nephews, including Tina 
Knight, Ty Miller, and Theresa Grant who was a caregiver 
to Ed.  Ed is also survived by many loving brothers-in-law 
and sisters-in-law on Rosilynn’s side. 

A 1961 graduate of Indian Lake High School, Ed 
served in the Army National Guard from October 1964 – 
February 1970.  He worked at Airstream for 8 years, then 
was a truck driver for Super Foods / Nash Finch for 34 
years before retiring in February 2003.  Ed enjoyed having 
friends over for Saturday morning coffee, a ritual that 
lasted for more than 30 years.  He also enjoyed helping 
out his friends and neighbors by plowing snow, working 
on lawn mowers or whatever needed fixed.  In his 
younger years, Ed won several prizes at the county fair for 
his quilting abilities.  He attended Gretna Brethren 
Church for many years. 

Friends may call on Wednesday, January 15, from 3 to 
6 p.m. at Eichholtz Daring & Sanford Funeral Home & 
Cremation Center, Bellefontaine.  Pastor Rob Starnes will 
officiate Ed’s funeral service on Thursday, January 16, at 
11 a.m. at Gretna Brethren Church, 1546 Twp Rd 46, 
Bellefontaine.  Burial will follow in Huntsville Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions may be made to Our Daily 
Bread, c/o Lutheran Community Services, 820 W. 
Sandusky Ave. Bellefontaine, OH  43311. 

Eichholtz Daring & Sanford Funeral Home & 
Cremation Center, Bellefontaine, is honored to serve the 
Miller family and encourages anyone to share a fond 
memory or message of condolence at www.edsfh.com. 

 

n BILLINGS (Brunson), Sondra Jo, born in Bellefontaine 
on September 6, 1937, passed away December 22, 2024 in 
Lake Wales, FL.  
 At Sondra’s request, no services will be held. See the full 
obituary and send condolences to the family at 
www.marionnelsonfuneralhome.com. 
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HOPES _______________________ Ohio state Sen. Ben Espy, 
who died at 81, to be 
remembered at service 
for breaking barriers 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Columbus, Ohio, attorney and 
former state Sen. Ben Espy will be remembered at a service 
for his decades of service to the state and city. Espy died 
Jan. 4 at age 81 after a brief illness and the service is 
scheduled for Monday. He played football for the Ohio 
State Buckeyes and broke racial barriers as the first Black 
president pro tem of Columbus City Council and first Black 
minority leader of the Ohio Senate. He was a Democrat, 
but garnered respect from members of both parties. Espy 
was tapped to lead an investigation into sexual harassment 
allegations at the Ohio Attorney General's Office and was 
the keynote speaker at Republican Maureen O'Connor's 
swearing-in as chief justice.
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Ohio State claims CFP title berth
BY STEPHEN HAWKINS 
AP SPortS Writer 

ARLINGTON, Texas — Quinshon Judkins 
ran for two touchdowns before Jack Sawyer 
forced a fumble by his former roommate 
that he returned 83 yards for a score with 
2:13 left as Ohio State beat Texas 28-14 in 
the Cotton Bowl on Friday night to advance 
to a shot for their sixth national title. 

The Buckeyes (13-2) got the semifinal 
victory in the same stadium where 10 years 
ago they were champions in the debut of 
the College Football Playoff as a four-team 
format. Now they have the opportunity to 
be the winner again in the debut of the 
expanded 12-team field. 

Ohio State plays Orange Bowl champion 
Notre Dame in Atlanta on Jan. 20 

Sawyer got to Longhorns quarterback 
Quinn Ewers on a fourth-and-goal from the 
8, knocking the ball loose and scooping it 
up before lumbering all the way to the other 
end. It was the longest fumble return in CFP 
history. 

Ewers and Sawyer were roommates in 
Columbus for the one semester the quarter-
back was there before transferring home to 
Texas, and helping lead the Longhorns (13-
3) to consecutive CFP semifinals. But next 
season will be their 20th since winning their 
last national title with Vince Young in 2005. 

Texas had gotten to the 1, helped by two 
pass-interference penalties in the end zone 
before Quintrevion Wisner was stopped for 
a 7-yard loss. 

Judkins had a 1-yard touchdown for a 21-
14 lead with 7:02 left. That score came four 
plays after quarterback Will Howard con-
verted fourth-and-2 from the Texas 34 with 
a stumbling 18-yard run that was almost a 
score. 

Howard was 24-of-33 passing for 289 
yards with a touchdown and an intercep-
tion. 

Ewers finished 23 of 39 for 283 yards with 
two TD passes to Jaydon Blue and an inter-
ception after getting the ball back one final 
time.

Will Howard of Ohio State prepares to throw a touchdown pass to TreVeyon Henderson in the second quartes of the Cotton Bowl against Texas on 
Friday. Applying pressure for the Longhorns is Trey Moore. (AP PHOTO)

Gracie Hood of Bellefontaine, above, set a record for a 2-game series and also broke 30,000 
pins for her career in a match against Northwestern on Wednesday (SUBMITTED PHOTO)

By the exAminer StAff 

The Bellefontaine girls 
bowlers had team and 
individual records set in 
a win over Northwestern 
on Wednesday.. 

The team had a total 
of 2,892 to reach a new 
high mark for a match 
total. Northwestern fin-
ished with 2,249. 

Gracie Hood rolled a 
558 series with two 
games of 279. That is a 
record for a series, break-
ing her own mark of 445. 
Hood also went over 
30,000 pins for her career 
with the Chieftains. 

Chloe Heminger had a 

402 series (200-202), fol-
lowed by Haylee Yelton 
at 401 (187-214), Avery 
Mullins at 351 (190-161) 
and Nevaeh LaFollette 
rounding it out with 338 
(167-171) 

They had 2,050 in the 
regulation games and 
842 in the four Baker 
game set. 

Northwestern won the 
boys match with a total 
of 3,016 to the Chieftains’ 
2,826. 

Rory Pierce had the 
high series for 
Bellefontaine at 495 (231-
264). Next was Alex 
Moon with 442 (231-211), 
then David Allen at 324 
(169-155). Other game 

scores were Robert Spain 
(219), Paul LaFollette 
(206), and Colton Wisner 
(155). 

Bellefontaine had 
2,023 in the regular 
games and 803 in the 
Bakers. 

The JV lost by a count 
of 2,179 to 1,865. Timmy 
Phillips had the high 
series of 344 (158-186). 

Bellefontaine’s boys 
will participate in a tour-
nament  today at 
Poelking Lanes in 
Dayton. The girls are off 
until next Thursday when 
they will face Tecumseh.  

See BOWLING on Page 5 

Hood, Chieftains set  
records in bowling win

Tigers fall to Fairbanks
By the exAminer StAff 

West Liberty-Salem 
lost to host Fairbanks 49-
37 in Ohio Heritage 
Conference boys basket-
ball Friday. 

The Tigers are now 5-
2 in the OHC and 5-4 
overall. 

Fairbanks had a 13-12 
lead after the first period, 
and outscored the Tigers 
10-8 in the second for a 
23-20 halftime lead. 

The Panthers scored 
13 in each of the other 
periods, holding West 
Liberty-Salem to six and 
11, respectively. 

Scoring information 
for the Tigers was not 
available. 

West Liberty-Salem is 
back in action today at 
Southeastern. JV play 
begins at 5 p.m. 

BOYS BASKETBALL 

Ben Logan edged 
by Graham 

Benjamin Logan lost 
to Graham 38-35 in 
Central Buckeye 
Conference play 
Thursday. 

Peyton Vermillion had 
12 points for the Raiders. 
Collin Powell and 
Maddox Vermillion 
scored six each. 

Peyton Vermillion had 
nine rebounds, Camden 
Spriggs had eight, and 
Roman Maxwell pulled 
down seven. 

Ben Logan trailed 15-7 
after the first and was 
down 22-15 at the half. 

Graham had the edge 

in the third. Ben Logan 
rallied in the fourth, scor-
ing 15 points. 

Ben Logan’s JV won 
31-23. Adam Tinsman 
had 12 points and Carter 
Fey added six. 

The Raiders (0-5 CBC, 
1-10 overall) will host 
Tecumseh on Tuesday. 

GIRLS BASKETBALL 

Riverside falls      
to Milton-Union 

Riverside lost 52-42 to 
Milton-Union in a Three 
Rivers Conference game 
Thursday. 

Miah Carman led the 
team with 15 points. 
Avery Perk had nine and 
Kenna Johnson scored 
eight. 

Each team had 10 in 
the first period, with 
Riverside taking a 19-17 
lead at the half. 

Milton-Union used a 
big 17-point third quarter 
to go ahead, then 
outscored the Pirates by 
four in the final stanza. 

In the JV contest, each 
team scored 11 points in 
two quarters. Kenzie 
Stotler had five and 
Valerie Knight had four. 

Riverside (1-6 TRC, 4-
8) hosts Bethel today at 
11 a.m. 

BOWLING 

WL-S defeated    
by Greenon  

West Liberty-Salem 
was swept by Greenon in 
Ohio Heritage 
Conference bowling 
matches on Thursday. 

In the boys’ contest, 
Greenon had 2,963 pins 
to 2,604 for the Tigers. 

Devon Jones led WL-S 
with a 475 series (200-
275), followed by Zander 
Gluckle at 386 (193-193), 
then Tucker Searles 381 
(181-199), Luke Thomas 
339 (169-170) and Evan 
Borgerding at 309 (170-
139). 

They had 1,890 pins in 
regular games and 714 in 
the Baker games. 

For the girls, Greenon 
had a total of 2,749 ver-
sus the Lady Tigers’ 
2,273. 

Alyssa Mueller rolled 
the high series for WL-S 
at 429 (172-257), followed 
by Sadie Paul at 376 (223-
153). They were followed 
by Elli Ullery at 324 (168-
156), Lilly Gearheart 306 
(164-142) and Jenny 
Reprogle 224 (82-142). 

The regular games 
total was 1,659, with 614 
in the Baker games. 

West Liberty-Salem 
faces Fairbanks at the 
Southwest Bowling 
Center in Urbana today 
at 10 a.m. 

Riverside boys   
win on road 

The Riverside bowling 
team beat Northridge in 
a match on Thursday at 
Poelking Lanes in 
Wilmington. 

The Pirates had 2,272 
pins to Northridge’s 
1,397. 

Cooper Crouch had a 
420 series and Aidden 
Manning rolled a 182 
game.

L.A. Rams try to focus on game
BY GREG BEACHAM 
AP SPortS Writer 

LOS ANGELES — The Los Angeles 
Rams wrapped up practice at their train-
ing complex Friday under blue skies with 
bruise-colored clouds of wildfire smoke 
lurking on the horizon. 

The players and coaches then joined a 
traveling party of 355 people, six dogs 

and two cats and headed to the airport, 
where the Arizona Cardinals had sent 
two team planes to aid their journey. 

"We're going in there for everybody in 
Los Angeles — everybody affected by the 
fires, everybody displaced, everybody 
evacuated," Rams linebacker Michael 
Hoecht said.  

See RAMS on Page 5 
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FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 
FREE SHOWER 

PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-877-602-5348

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We off er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

LET THE PROS
HANDLE IT!™

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 
366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 
262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 
86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

1-877-270-8386CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!
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Be prepared before the next power outage.
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Continued from Page 4 

Raiders split with 
Kenton Ridge 

The Benjamin Logan 
boys bowlers handed 
Kenton Ridge its first loss 
of the season Wednesday 
in a match at T-P Lanes. 

The Raiders had 2,902 
total pins to the Cougars’ 
2,796. 

For Ben Logan, Jarrett 
Buckenroth had a 480 
series (227-253). Nate 
Davis rolled a 450 (248-
202), followed by Landon 
Stoodt at 414 (236-178), 
Dylan Stewart with 405 
(206-199) and Caleb 
Knight with 382 (180-
202). 

They had 2,131 pins in 
regular games and 771 in 
the four Bakers. 

Kenton Ridge edged 
the Raiders junior varsity 
2,192 to 2,141. 

Conner Chambers 
had a 335 series (175-
160), followed by Wyatt 
LeVan with 327 (172-
155); Jace Lyons 326 
(189-137); Colton 
Klopfenstein 318 (168-
150). Asher Wade con-
tributed with a 165 game. 

In the girls’ match, 
Kenton Ridge won 2,433 
to 2,203. Aubrey Zedlitz 
had a 364 series (235-
129), followed by Lorali 
Klopfenstein at 340 (176-
164) and Hunter 
McColloch had a 170 
game. 

Ben Logan will take 
on Indian Lake Monday 
at 4 p.m. at T-P Lanes. 

SWIMMING 

Raiders in action    
at tri-meet 

Ben Logan competed 
in a meet with Kenton 
and Lima Senior on 
Tuesday. 

Individual winners for 
the girls were Lottie 
Bodin in the 200 individ-
ual medley, and Fiona 
Sweeney in the 50 and 
500 freestyles. 

Winnie Bodin was 
second in the 50 free and 
third in the 200 free. 
Other second place fin-
ishers were Annika 
Chappell in the 100 but-
terfly; Annika Schmidt in 
the 100 free; Kelley 
Forsythe in the 500 free; 
and Leah Braddock in 
the 100 breaststroke. 
Taking third were 
Kaydence Hamlin in the 
100 backstroke and Lottie 
Bodin in the 100 breast-
stroke. 

The 200 medley relay 
(Annika Chappell, W. 
Bodin, Sweeney, Lottie 
Bodin) and 200 free relay 
(W. Bodin, Chappell, L. 
Bodin, Sweeney) both 
took first place. They 400 
free relay (Hamlin, Kylie 
Curtis, Catherine 
Bramlage and Forsythe) 
took third place. Also 
third was Hamilin, 
Braddock, Montana 
Coleman and Schmidt in 
the 200 medley relay. 

Boys event winners 
were Landon Braddock 
in the 50 freestyle, Liam 
Sweeney in the 100 but-
terfly, and Utah Coleman 
in the 500 freestyle. 

Earning runner-up 
spots were Liam Sweeney 
in the 200 IM, Carter 
Daniels in the 50 freestyle 
and 100 breaststroke, 
and Landon Braddock in 
the 100 free. 

Taking third were 
Utah Coleman in the 200 
free, Joe Meeker in the 
200 IM and Dylan Vance 
in the 100 backstroke. 

Relay results were sec-
ond in the 200 medley 
(Braddock, Daniels, 
Sweeney, Jerrick 
Stephens) and third in 
the 400 free relay (Tavvo 
Simovart, Gavin Jordan, 
Colton Waley, Carter 
Yoder). In the 200 free 
relay, the combo of 
Sweeney, Stephens, 
Daniels and Braddock 
took second, with Vance, 
Wyatt Gordon, Joe 
Meeker and Holden 
Zehner in third.

Bowling

Raiders split     
with Graham 

The Benjamin Logan 
junior high boys basket-
ball teams split with 
Graham on Thursday. 

The Raiders won the 
eighth grade game 45-26. 
Micah Gregg had 14 
points and Carrick 
Spriggs scored 11. Other 
scoring: Gabe Predmore 
8, Colton Little 5, Karson 
McCoy 4, Brantley Karn 
3. 

Spriggs had 10 
rebounds, Predmore 
seven and Gregg got six. 
Gregg and Predmore also 
had five assists each. 
Ashe Moorhouse, Landyn 
Shields, Carter Phillips 
and Owen White con-
tributed on defense. 

Graham won the sev-
enth grade game 33-19. 
Scoring for Ben Logan: 
Nevada Coleman 7, Luke 
Long 5, Anson Nicols 2, 
Carter Nangle 2, Gavin 
Vermillion 2, and Preston 
Mikes 2. 

Spartans fall to 
Upper Scioto 

The Calvary Christian 
girls junior high basket-
ball team lost to Upper 
Scioto Valley 18-12 
Thursday. 

Madelyn Carter had 
four points for the 
Spartans, Destiney 
Mathys 3, Mazie Worley 

2, Eden Lecrone 2 and 
Caroline Moore 1. 

WL-S 8th grade 
boys win 

West Liberty-Salem 
defeated Southeastern 
58-42 in eighth grade 
boys hoops action 
Thursday. 

Brandel Sullivan (17), 
Isaiah Barth (11) and Eli 
Jones (10) reached dou-
ble figures.  

Other scoring was 
Nate Shively 8, Grant 
Krabill 6, Rylan Leichty 2, 
Carter Pratt 2, and 
Ashton Brannon 2. 

Bellefontaine girls 
down Urbana 

Bellefontaine defeated 
Urbana in girls basketball 
Thursday. 

In the eighth grade 
game, Bellefontaine ral-
lied for a 29-27 win after 
trailing by seven at half-
time. 

Scoring for 
Bellefontaine: Mia Brown 
12 points, Lexey Brown 6, 
Paxton Stewart 5, Allie 
Myers 4 and Cameo 
Green 2. 

In the seventh grade 
contest, the Cheiftains 
won 31-13. 

Annie Gallaway and 
Kennedy Hairston each 
scored 10 points. Gianna 
Davis had eight points, 
along with six rebounds, 

three assists and three 
steals. Alexis Hogan 
made a 3-pointer, and 
had good passing. 

As a team, 
Bellefontaine had 13 
steals. 

Chiefs boys get 
split with Urbana 

The Bellefontaine jun-
ior high basketball teams 
split with Urbana 
Thursday night. 

The eighth grade 
game went to Urbana 41-
26. Zavion Perez had 11 
points for Bellefontaine. 

The Chiefs won the 
seventh grade game 45-

44 in overtime. Leading 
scorers were Sennett 
Stolly with 14 and 
Colston Garver with 13. 

Pirates get split 
with M-U 

Riverside took on 
Milton-Union in boys 
basketball Thursday. 

Milton-Union won 
the eighth grade game 
54-11. 

The seventh grade 
Pirates won 25-15. 
Maddox Burchett had 12 
points, Brayden 
Harshbarger had seven 
and Lukas Klinger had 
six.

JUNIOR HIGH

Continued from Page 4 

"That's what this 
week's for, for us. That's 
what we play for." 

The Rams (10-7) have 
been preparing for their 
biggest game of the sea-
son amid the catastroph-
ic wildfires besieging the 
Los Angeles area. The 
players and coaches 
tasked with separating 
football from real life are 
finding it difficult, but 
they are determined to 
meet the challenges on 
all fronts when they 
"host" the Minnesota 
Vikings (14-3) at the 
Cardinals' State Farm 
Stadium on Monday 
night. 

"Our community is 
hurting right now, so our 
organization is hurting," 
Rams chief operating 
officer Kevin Demoff 
said. "But we have a 
chance on Monday, 
whether it's in person or 
on television, to provide 
hope and a respite to our 
fans and our city, and to 
so many people who 
need it." 

Only a few Rams 
employees had been 
directly affected by the 
fires until Thursday after-
noon, when the Kenneth 
Fire broke out a few 
miles from the team's 
training complex in sub-
urban Woodland Hills, 
sending smoke billowing 
into the sky with alarm-
ing speed. 

Many players, coach-
es and staff members live 

in the general area, and 
many of their families 
were either given an 
evacuation order or left 
out of caution — a group 
that included coach Sean 
McVay's wife, Veronika, 
and their 1-year-old son, 
Jordan, who met McVay 
at the training complex. 

"Fortunately, they got 
those things under con-
trol, but as soon as I got 
off the practice field and 
because of where they 
were, I saw them right 
away," McVay said. "That 
was all I needed. It felt a 
lot more real. ... I don't 
want to say that, because 
you don't want to mini-
mize the importance and 
how many people were 
affected, but when you 
can start to see it physi-
cally as the smoke rose 
up yesterday, there's a lot 
of guys that live in prox-
imity, and that hits home 
in a different way." 

Demoff, a Los Angeles 
native, said the team 
remained optimistic that 
its playoff game against 
Minnesota could be held 
at SoFi Stadium until 
Thursday. The new fire 
and the maddening per-
sistence of the other 
blazes made it clear that 
the Rams and the NFL 
had to implement Plan B. 

"Shortly before the 
Kenneth Fire, we had a 
conversation with local 
public safety officials, 
and they began to 
express doubt about 
whether they could ade-
quately staff the game," 

Demoff said. "And not 
only that, but you could 
hear the pain, the strug-
gle in their voices, and it 
was pretty clear that the 
right thing to do was not 
to play the game. That 
was before we went to 
practice and had players 
evacuated because of the 
Kenneth Fire, and the 
flare-up that we could all 
see." 

The Rams are grateful 
for the Cardinals' willing-
ness to help in the relo-
cation. Along with the 
jets sent by the Bidwill 
family, the Rams will use 
the Cardinals' training 
complex to prepare, and 
State Farm Stadium will 
be made up to look 
somewhat like a Rams 
home game with painted 
grass and signage. 

The stadium also 
must be filled, and Rams 
season ticket members 
bought 25,000 tickets in 
the first hour of availabil-
ity Friday. The team has 
arranged for at least 15 
buses to drive fans from 
Inglewood to Glendale 
for the game, and more 
travel aids are being con-
templated. 

The Rams also have 
made arrangements for 
players' families — and a 
bunch of pets — to get to 
Arizona, erasing a poten-
tial distraction. 

"We got Noah's Ark 
going over to Arizona 
today," Rams tight end 
Tyler Higbee said. 

"Two days ago, it's 
like you think the worst is 

over with, and all of a 
sudden (there's) fire right 
here in some of these 
guys' backyards," Higbee 
added. "Soon as you 
think it's over, you never 
know. My wife was going 
to stay. And now it's like, 
last thing I want is me 
being in Arizona, now all 
of a sudden we've got a 
fire here, and her and my 
daughter (are) by them-
selves, and I'm not able 
to help them." 

Demoff called the 
league's relocation of the 
game "the right deci-
sion." 

"It's heartbreaking for 
our fans, for our players," 
he added. "Our players 
earned a home playoff 
game, which is a great 
testament to (them), but 
this situation merits that 
we play somewhere else. 
It doesn't take away from 
what they earned. It 
doesn't take away from 
the amazing season that 
we've had. It's just a 
recognition that there's 
some things bigger than 
football." 

McVay, some of his 
assistants and a few vet-
eran players — including 
Higbee, right tackle Rob 
Havenstein and receiver 
Cooper Kupp — had 
experience with this type 
of uncertainty in 2018. 

The Rams endured 
some difficult days due 
to the Woolsey Fire, 
which forced thousands 
to flee an area near the 
team's former training 
complex.

RamsQB McCord set to 
declare for draft
By The AssociATed Press 

Syracuse quarterback 
Kyle McCord announced 
Friday on social media 
that he is declaring for 
the NFL draft after one 
season with the Orange. 

McCord leads the 
nation with 4,779 yards 
passing this season, a 
total that broke Deshaun 
Watson's Atlantic Coast 
Conference single-sea-
son record. He made the 
AP's all-bowl team after 
passing for 453 yards and 
five touchdowns in a vic-
tory over Washington 
State in the Holiday 
Bowl. 

Before that, McCord 
threw for 380 yards and 
three touchdowns as the 
Orange beat then-No. 6 
Miami 42-38 in the regu-
lar-season finale and 
knocked the Hurricanes 
out of the ACC title game. 

McCord ranks fourth 
nationally with 34 touch-
down passes, production 

that helped the Orange 
finish with a 10-3 record. 

"I want to be the one 
who brought (Syracuse 
football) back to what it 
once was," McCord said 
after the win over Miami. 
"That's a testament to 
this team. This win 
shows that Syracuse is for 
real and being part of 
that team that turned 
things around, that's 
going to last forever." 

McCord thanked 
Syracuse coach Fran 
Brown for his part in 
what he called "an 
incredible journey to this 
point." 

"I will be forever 
grateful for your constant 
belief and trust in me 
during my time at 
Syracuse," McCord said 
of his coach in a state-
ment. 

McCord started his 
career at Ohio State. He 
passed for 3,170 yards 
and 24 touchdowns for 
the Buckeyes last season.



CRISIS HOTLINE 
Call and give operator first  
name and brief comment  
about service needed. 

1-800-224-0422 
 

Domestic and  
Sexual Violence  
24/7 Crisis Line 

TCN Domestic Violence 
 Program 

877/394-1046 
 

TCN's Soteria Shelter 
937/404-2365 

 

TCN's New Directions 
Outreach Office 
937/593-5777 

 

FOR INFORMATION Con- 
cerning American Red Cross  
Blood Services Program, call  
650-5000. 

 

NEW PATH 
Pregnancy Resource Centers 

www.newpathprc.com 
709 N. Main St., 

Bellefontaine 
937-592-7734 

WORK WANTED  

HELP WANTED  
 

ADEA RULINGS 
The Bellefontaine Examiner  
does not knowingly accept  
help wanted advertisements 
in  violation of the Age 
Discrimi- nation Employment 
Act. 
The ADEA prohibits arbitrary  
age discrimination of persons  
age 40 or over and applies to  
employers with 25 or more  
employees, employment 
agen- cies and labor organi-
zations. 
Advertising containing such  
terms as “young”, “boy”, or  
“girl” or designating a certain  
age such as “age 35 to 55” or  
other similar specification 
indi- cates discrimination 
against  employment of older 
persons  and are considered 
in violation  of the act. 
Information about the Act 
may  be obtained by calling 
or writ- ing the U.S. 
Department of La- bor, Wage 
and Hour Division. 

FOR RENT  
 

FOR RENT 
Rooms: private bathroom, 
one person only, very quiet, 
Bellefontaine. 937-351-3041. 

 

FOR RENT 
Nice shared apt. all utilities 
included, also has washer & 
dryer and free WiFi. Call 937-
935-2490 anytime after 1 PM 

 

APTS., ROOMS, HOUSES  
starting at $400.00. Call or  
Text 937-407-2126, 441-2243. 

 

NOTICE 
Housing advertisements pub- 
lished in this newspaper are  
subject to the Federal Fair  
Housing Act of 1968 which  
makes it illegal to advertise   
discrimination based on race,  
color, religion, nationality, 
sex,  age (including children), 
handi- cap or familial status. 
This also  includes limitation 
to number  of persons 
desired. The Belle- fontaine 
Examiner will not  knowingly 
accept advertising  which is 
in violation of the law. 

STORAGE  
 
ALL AMERICAN Storage.  
Monthly rentals. Free locks. 
Be- hind Harbor Freight. 592-
9100. 

REAL ESTATE  
 

PUBLISHERS NOTICE 
All real estate advertising in  
this newspaper is subject to  
the Fair Housing Act which  
makes it illegal to advertise  
“any preference, limitation or  
discrimination based on race,  
color, religion, sex, handicap,  
familial status or national      
origin, or an intention to 
make  any such preference, 
limitation  or discrimination.” 
Familial  status includes chil-
dren under  the age of 18 liv-
ing              with parents or 
legal custodi- ans, pregnant 
women and  people securing 
custody of  children under 18. 
This newspaper will not 
know- ingly accept any 
advertising for  real estate 
which is in violation  of the 
law. Our readers are  hereby 
informed that all dwell- ings 
advertised in the newspa- per 
are available on an equal  
opportunity basis. To com-
plain  of discrimination call 
HUD toll  free at 1-800-669-
9777. The  toll free telephone 
number for  the hearing 
impaired is  1-800-927-9275. 

FINANCIAL  
 

NOTICE 
LENDING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Borrow Smart. Contact the  
Ohio Division of Financial 
Insti- tutions’ Office of 
Consumer Af- fairs BEFORE 
you refinance  your home or 
obtain a loan.  BEWARE of 
requests for any  large 
advance payment of fees  or 
insurance. Call the Office of  
Consumer Affairs toll free at  

1-866-278-0003 to learn if 
the  mortgage broker or 
lender is  properly licensed. 
(This notice  is a public serv-
ice of the Belle- fontaine 
Examiner.) 

LEGALS  
 

NOTICE 
The Bellefontaine Examiner  
does not knowingly accept  
Help Wanted ads from em- 
ployers covered by the Fair  
Labor Standards Act if they 
of- fer less than the legal 
mini- mum wage or fail to pay 
at  least time and one-half for  
overtime hours. 

 

NOTICE FOR BIDS 
Notice is hereby given that bids 
will be received at the office of 
the Logan County 
Commissioners, 117 E. 
Columbus Avenue, Suite 100, 
Bellefontaine, Ohio 43311 until 
11:30 A.M., Ohio Standard 
Time, Thursday, January 23, 
2025 for the furnishing of vari-
ous grades of 
LIQUID BITUMINOUS 
MATERIAL AND CON-
CRETE ASPHALT products 
for the general construction and 
maintenance of Logan County 
Highways during the year of 
2025according to specifications 
on file in the Logan County 
Engineer’s Office. 
Bids are to be submitted on 
forms available at the Engineer’s 
Office, 1991 C.R. 13, 
Bellefontaine, Ohio, 43311, 1-
937-592-2791. 
Bid prices are to be firm fixed 
price for one year. 
Bids will be awarded to lowest 
and best bidder. 
Bids shall be UNIT PRICE and 
shall include delivery with any 
and all other charges. 
Unit prices shall be quoted as 
delivered prices. Unloading time 
and demurrage rates shall be 
included in the unit price. 
Payment terms shall be net 30-
day by check/voucher or pro-
curement card. 
Bidders must comply with the 
provisions of The Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990. 
All proposals to be in accor-
dance with Sections 307.86 to 
307.92 inclusive of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
Bidders must be able to provide 
a road-worthy Nurse Tank if 
needed. 
The Logan County 
Commissioners’ reserve the 
right to reject any or all bids and 
to waive any defects in the bids. 
The Notice to Bidders is posted 
on the Internet and may be 
viewed on Logan County 
Engineer’s web page at: 
http://www.lceo.us/engineer/Bid_D
ocuments/index.html 
By order of the Board of 
Commissioners of Logan 
County, Ohio. 
DeDe Doss 
Clerk/Admin. 
Posted: January 11, 2025 
Jan. 11, 18, 2025 

 

NOTICE FOR BIDS 
Sealed proposals will be received 
at the Logan County 
Commissioners Office, 117 E. 
Columbus Avenue, Suite 100, 
Bellefontaine, Ohio until 11:30 
A.M., Ohio Standard Time, 
Thursday, January 23, 2025 for 
furnishing: 
QUANTITY    ITEM 
40,000 gal. (more or less 15%)  
Premium Ultra Low Sulfur 
Diesel Fuel (clear) 
OR 
40,000 gal. (more or less 15%)  
B5 Premium Ultra Low Sulfur 
Biodiesel Fuel (clear) 
Proposal to be UNIT PRICE 
per gallon. 
Unit price shall include State 
Tax only. 
Unit prices should be quoted as 
delivered. 
Unit prices shall be quoted as 
delivered prices. Unloading time 
and demurrage rates shall be 
included in the unit price. 
Material shall be delivered to 
the Logan County Highway 
Department as ordered through-
out year. 
Each bid must be accompanied 
by a Globally Harmonized 
System Sheet (GHS). 
Proposals are to be a FIRM 
FIXED PRICE FOR A PERI-
OD OF ONE YEAR from the 
award date. 
A bidder shall submit a bid 
guaranty-bid bond, see special 
provisions. 
Payment terms shall be net 30-
day, by check/voucher or pro-
curement card. 
Bidders must comply with the 
Provisions of the American with 
Disabilities Act of 1990. 
Proposals accepted on furnished 
blanks only.  
Specifications and blanks may 
be obtained at the Logan 
County Engineer’s Office, 1991 
County Road 13, Bellefontaine, 
Ohio, 1-937-592-2791. 
All proposals to be in accor-
dance with Sections 307.86 to 
307.92 inclusive of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
The Notice to Bidders is posed 
on the Internet and may be 
viewed on Logan County’s web 
page at: 
www.lceo.us/engineer/Bid_Documen
ts/index.html 
The Logan County Board of 
Commissioners reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids 
and to waive any defects in bids.  
Board of County 
Commissioners 
Logan County, Ohio 
DeDe Doss, Clerk/Admin 
Posted: Jan. 11, 2025 
Jan. 11, 18, 2025 

 

NOTICE FOR BIDS 
 
Sealed proposals will be received 
at the Logan County 

Commissioners' Office, 117 E. 
Columbus Avenue, Suite 100, 
Bellefontaine, Ohio until 11:30 
A.M., Ohio Standard Time, 
Thursday, January 23, 2025 for 
furnishing: 
QUANTITY ITEM 18,000 
gal. (more or less 15%) 87 
Octane Regular Grade Gasoline 
Proposal to be Unit price per 
gallon. 
Unit prices shall be quoted as 
delivered prices. Unloading time 
and demurrage rates shall be 
included in the unit price. 
Unit price shall include State 
Tax only. 
Material shall be delivered to 
the Logan County Highway 
Department as ordered through-
out the year. 
Each bid must be accompanied 
by a Globally Harmonized 
System Sheet (GHS). 
Proposals are to be a FIRM 
FIXED PRICE FOR A PERI-
OD OF ONE YEAR from the 
award date. 
A bidder shall submit a bid 
guaranty – bid bond, see special 
provisions. 
Payment terms shall be net 30-
day, by check/voucher or pro-
curement card. 
Bidders must comply with the 
Provisions of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990. 
Proposals accepted on furnished 
blanks only. 
Specifications and blanks may 
be obtained at the Logan 
County Engineer’s Office, 1991 
County Road 13, Bellefontaine, 
Ohio, 43311, 1-937-592-2791. 
All proposals to be in accor-
dance with Sections 307.86 to 
307.92 inclusive of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
The Notice to Bidders is posted 
on the Internet and may be 
viewed on Logan County’s web 
page at: www.lceo.us/engineer/ 
Bid_Documents/index.html 
The Logan County Board of 
Commissioners reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids 
and to waive any defects in bids. 
Board of County 
Commissioners 
Logan County, Ohio 
DeDe Doss, Clerk/Admin. 
 
Jan. 11, 18, 2024 

 

NOTICE FOR BIDS 
Notice is hereby given that bids 
will be received at the Logan 
County Commissioners Office, 
117 E. Columbus Avenue, Suite 
100, Bellefontaine, Ohio until 
11:30 A.M., Ohio Standard 
Time, Thursday, January 23, 
2025 for the furnishing of com-
mercially produced STONE 
AND GRAVEL of various sizes 
required for the general con-
struction and maintenance of 
Logan County Highways during 
the year 2025 according to spec-
ifications on file in the Logan 
County Commissioner’s Office. 
Bids accepted on furnished 
blanks only. 
Specifications and blanks may 
be obtained a the Logan County 
Commissioner’s Office. 
Bids to be submitted on a Unit 
price basis. 
Proposals are to be a FIRM 
FIXED PRICE FOR A PERI-
OD OF ONE YEAR from the 
award date. 
Bids to be submitted on a free 
on-Board basis. 
Bids will be awarded to lowest 
and best bidder taking into con-
sideration, haul distance and 
route, type of proposed project, 
and availability of material. 
Bidders must comply with the 
provisions of the American with 
Disabilities Act of 1990. 
All proposals to be in accor-
dance with Sections 307.86 to 
307.92 inclusive of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
Aggregate products shall con-
form to the Construction and 
Material Specifications of the 
State of Ohio, dated January 1, 
2023. 
Payment terms shall be on a net 
30-day, by check/voucher or 
procurement card. 
The Notice to Bidders is posted 
on the Internet and may be 
viewed on Logan County’s web 
page at: www.lceo.us/engineer/ 
Bid_Documents/index.html 
The Logan County Board of 
Commissioners reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids 
and waive any defects in bids. 
Board of County 
Commissioners 
Logan County, Ohio 
DeDe Doss, Clerk/Admin 
Jan. 11, 18, 2025 

 

NOTICE FOR BIDS 
Notice is hereby given that bids 
will be received at the Logan 
County Commissioners Office, 
117 E. Columbus Avenue, Suite 
100, Bellefontaine, Ohio until 
11:30 A.M., Ohio Standard 
Time, Thursday, January 23, 
2025 for the furnishing of com-
mercially produced CON-
CRETE PRODUCTS of vari-
ous sizes required for the gener-
al construction and maintenance 
of Logan County Highways dur-
ing the year 2025 according to 
specifications on file in the 
Logan County Commissioner’s 
Office. 
Bids accepted on furnished 
blanks only. 
Specifications and blanks may 
be obtained a the Logan County 
Commissioner’s Office. 
Concrete products shall con-
form to the Construction and 
Material Specifications of the 
State of Ohio, dated January 1, 
2023. 
Bids shall be UNIT PRICE and 
shall include delivery with any 
and all other charges. 
Unit prices shall be quoted as 
delivered prices. Unloading time 
and demurrage rates shall be 
included in the unit price. 
Payment terms shall be net 30-
day by check/voucher or pro-
curement card. 
Bids will be awarded to lowest 

and best bidder taking into con-
sideration, haul distance and 
route, type of proposed project, 
and availability of material. 
Bidders must comply with the 
provisions of the American with 
Disabilities Act of 1990. 
All proposals to be in accor-
dance with Sections 307.86 to 
307.92 inclusive of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
The Notice to Bidders is posted 
on the Internet and may be 
viewed on Logan County’s web 
page at: www.lceo.us/engineer/ 
Bid_Documents/index.html 
The Logan County Board of 
Commissioners reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids 
and waive any defects in bids. 
Board of County 
Commissioners 
Logan County, Ohio 
DeDe Doss, Clerk/Admin 
Jan. 11, 18, 2025 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
On Thursday, January 23, 
2025, at 7:00 P.M., the Russells 
Point Board of Zoning Appeals 
(BZA) will meet in Council 
Chambers at 433 St. Rt. 708, 
Russells Point, Ohio, to hear the 
following case: 
  
A Variance Application filed by 
Teri Murphy, 236 E. Wilgus 
Drive, Russells Point, Ohio, 
Parcel No. 52-032-05-12-023-
000, Lot 0002 36-6-8, in an R-2 
Medium Density Residential 
District.   
The Applicant is seeking relief 
from the Front Setback 
Regulation of 25 feet, Rear 
Setback Regulation of 30 feet, 
Side Setback Regulations of a 
minimum of 4’/6’ from the 
property line and Minimum Lot 
Width of 60 feet, for construc-
tion of a replacement home due 
to tornado damage.  The subject 
structure is not located within 
the Special Flood Hazard Area. 
  
Documentation is available for 
public inspection during normal 
work hours at the Russells Point 
Municipal Building at 433 State 
Route 708, Russells Point, Ohio 
from 9:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. on 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Friday. 
  
Board of Zoning Appeals 
Village of Russells Point 
Jan. 11, 2025 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
LOGAN COUNTY 

RECORDS COMMISSION 
MEETING 

The Records Commission will 
meet on Monday, January 13, 
2025, at 9:30 a.m. in the confer-
ence room of the County Annex 
Building. The agenda will 
include reorganizing for 2025 
and reviewing RC-1, RC-2 and 
RC-3 forms presented to the 
board. 
Jan. 9, 2025 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
LOGAN COUNTY  

MICROFILM BOARD 
MEETING 

The Microfilm Board will meet 
on Monday, January 13, 2025, 
at 9:45 a.m. in the conference 
room of the County Annex 
Building for reorganizing. 
Jan. 9, 2025 

 

NOTICE TO  
CONTRACTORS 

  
Sealed proposals for the Logan 
County Animal Shelter will be 
received by the Logan County 
Commissioners at their office 
located at 117 East Columbus 
Avenue, Suite 100, 
Bellefontaine, Ohio 43311 until 
10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, January 
28, 2025 and then opened and 
read aloud at 10:01 a.m.. 
Plans specifications and bid 
forms may be obtained by con-
tacting office of Beasley 
Architecture & Design at 937-
599-2323 or 
email kbeasley@beasleyarchitecture.c
om.  
Per ORC 153, each bid must be 
accompanied by either a bid 
bond equal to 100% of the bid 
amount with a surety satisfacto-
ry to the aforesaid Logan 
County Commissioners or by 
certified check, cashier’s check 
or letter of credit pursuant to 
Chapter 1305 of the Ohio 
Revised Code from a solvent 
bank equal to 10% of the bid 
amount in favor of the aforesaid 
Logan County Commissioners.   
Bid bonds shall be accompanied 
by proof of authority of the offi-
cial or agent signing the bond. 
Bids shall be sealed and marked 
as “Bid for the Logan County 
Animal Shelter” and mailed or 
delivered to: Logan County 
Commissioners, 117 East 
Columbus Avenue, Suite 100   
Bellefontaine, Ohio 43311.   
Attention of bidders is called to 
all the requirements contained 
in the bid packet, particularly to 
the Federal Labor Standards 
Provisions and Davis-Bacon 
Wages, various insurance 
requirements, the Federal 
Section 3 and Equal 
Opportunity provisions and the 
Buy American provisions.   
No bidder may withdraw his bid 
within sixty (60) days after the 
actual date of the opening there-
of.   The Logan County 
Commissioners reserve the right 
to waive all informalities or to 
reject any or all bids.   
Jan. 9, 14, 2025 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
In accordance with the Ohio 
Revised Code, a meeting is 
planned to reorganize the Logan 
County Budget 
Commission for 2025. This 
meeting will be held on 
Monday, February 3, 2025 at 
8:00 A.M. in the County 
Office Building, 100 South 
Madriver Street in 
Bellefontaine. 
Jan. 9, 2025 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The Logan County Budget 
Commission for 2025 will meet 
on Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday mornings at 8:00 A.M. 
with exception of holidays.  This 
meeting will be held in the 
County Annex Office Building, 
100 South Madriver Street in 
Bellefontaine. 
Jan. 9, 2025 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
Listed below are the scheduled 
meeting dates for Stokes 
Township for 2025. These 
meetings are on the following 
Mondays unless otherwise 
noted: 
January 27, February 10, March 
10, April 14, May 12, June 16, 
July 14, August  11, September 
8, October 13, November 10, 
December 8. 
All meetings will begin at 6:00 
pm. and will be held at the 
Township Bldg., 275 S. Oak St., 
Lakeview, Ohio. 
Any changes to this schedule 
will be announced publicly. 
Contact information: Chairman 
Steve Terrill 919-623-0952, 
Vice-Chairman Kent Zimmerly 
419-236-2643, Trustee Tim 
Hart 513-615-2297, Zoning 
Officer Richard Stewart 937-
367-4858. 
By Order of the Stokes 
Township Trustees, Janna Rice 
Fiscal Officer 
Jan. 9, 2025 

 

INDIAN JOINT FIRE DIS-
TRICT 2025 MEETING 

SCHEDULE 
 
The Indian Joint Fire District 
will hold their monthly board 
meetings on the third Tuesday 
of every month at 5:00 PM for 
the year 2025.   
 
Deanna J. Tinsley, Fiscal Officer 
Indian Joint Fire District 
320 St Rt 708 
Russells Point, OH  43348 
Jan. 9, 2025 

 

LEGAL NOTICE 
Services for exterior 
Renovations Activities-
Solicitation 2025-01; Logan 
County Metropolitan Housing 
Authority (LCMHA) is soliciting 
Request for Quotes (RFQ) for 
Services for exterior renovation 
activities and will receive pro-
posals until Monday, January 
20th, no later than 10:00 A.M. 
(Local Time) at 116 North 
Everett Street, Bellefontaine, 
OH 43311. The RFQ and relat-
ed documents may be obtained 
by emailing jjones@lcmha.com. 
Questions concerning this RFQ 
may be directed to Josh Jones at 
jjones@lcmha.com. 
Jan. 9, 14, 2025 

 

Legal Notice 
The Village of Belle Center, 
Ohio is the owner of the proper-
ty for sale described as follows:   
Being Permanent Parcel No. 39-
022-05-04-010-000 at 104 W 
Buckeye St and being part of 
Lot 4 of the Village of Belle 
Center, Ohio and being the 
same property acquired from 
Millisor Chevrolet Company on 
November 5, 1969 as described 
in Deed Volume 328, Page 422 
of the Logan County Real 
Estate Records.   A meets and 
bounds description could be 
obtained by reference to the 
deed.   The Village of Belle 
Center, Ohio will accept sealed 
bids for the property which must 
be delivered to the Village 
Clerk’s Office located at the 
Depot Building, 101 Keller Ave, 
Belle Center, Ohio 43310 on or 
before the 13th  day of January 
2025.   The property will there-
after sell to the highest bidder 
who makes a bid of at least the 
minimum acceptable bid price, 
which is the amount of 
$50,000.00, but additionally the 
successful bidder shall be 
required to pay the cost of legal 
advertising for this sale.  
Dec. 14, 21, 28; Jan. 4, 11, 2025 

 

Legal Notice 
  The Village of Belle Center, 
Ohio is the owner of the proper-
ty for sale described as follows:   
Being Permanent Parcel No. 39-
022-05-01-017-000 which is list-
ed on the Logan County 
Auditor’s site as being 3.138-
acre trac and which is described 
by meets and bonds in Official 
Record Volume 1084, Page 
464-469 of the Logan County 
Recorder’s Officer records.  The 
property being sold herein, how-
ever, is only going to be part of 
that property and can be 
described as 50 feet of frontage 
on Buckeye Street and 150 feet 
depth, but which will require a 
new survey to properly describe 
and locate the exact property.   
The Village of Belle Center, 
Ohio will accept sealed bids for 
the property which much be 
delivered to the Village Clerk’s 
Office located at the Depot 
Building, 101 Keller Ave, Belle 
Center, Ohio 43310 on or 
before the 13th  day of January 
2025.   The property will there-
after sell to the highest bidder 
who makes a bid of at least the 
minimum acceptable bid price, 
which is the amount of 
$12,000.00, but additionally the 
successful bidder shall be 
required to pay the cost of legal 
advertising for this sale. 
Dec. 14, 21, 28; Jan. 4, 11, 2025 

 

LEGAL NOTICE 
BE IT KNOWN, that in the 
Logan County, Ohio Court of 
Common Pleas, located at 101 
S. Main St., Bellefontaine, OH 
43311, the case of James W. 
Reed, et. al. v. Joe L. Carter, 
and his unknown successors, 
spouses, heirs and assigns, et al., 
being Case No. CV24120409, 
has been filed. Said case is an 
action to quiet title to certain 
real estate located in Logan 
County, Ohio, being immedi-

ately contiguous to the north 
parcel of land located at 10023 
Wolfe Island, Lakeview, Ohio 
43311, Parcel No. 51-018-18-
01-005-00, in which the parties 
have, or may claim to have, an 
interest. Plaintiff James W. Reed 
and Roseann M. Reed request 
that the Court quiet title the 
foregoing real estate, and each 
and every tract or parcel com-
prising the same, in their favor 
in fee simple. Defendant(s) Joe 
L. Carter, and his unknown suc-
cessors, spouses, heirs or assigns 
and Carol M. Carter and her 
unknown successors, spouses, 
heirs or assigns must answer or 
otherwise respond to Plaintiff 
James W. Reed and Roseann 
M. Reed’s Complaint in this 
action within twenty-eight (28) 
days of the publication of this 
notice. 
Last publication date is Jan. 11, 
2025 
Gabriel D. Wickline (0078340) 
111 Rush Ave. 
PO Box 68 
Bellefontaine, OH 43331 
937-593-6065 
Dec. 28, 2024; Jan. 4, 11, 2025 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The Zane Township Board of 
Trustees of Logan County, 
Ohio, will hold a special public 
meeting, for resolution 2025-2,   
at 8:00am on Monday, January, 
27th 2025, located at 10495 
Columbus St, Middleburg Oh 
43336.  

BY ORDER OF ZANE 
TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

Jan. 11, 2025 
 

PROBATE COURT OF 
LOGAN COUNTY, OHIO 
NATASHA R. KENNEDY, 

JUDGE 
IN RE: CHANGE OF NAME 
OF TRISTON ALEXANDER 
MECHLING TO TRISTON 
ALEXANDER FINCH 
Case No. 24-NC-23 
Notice of Hearing on Change of 
Name 
(R.C. 2717.08 and 2717.14) 
Applicant gives notice that the 
Applicant has filed an 
Application for Change of 
Name in this Court requesting 
the change of name of TRIS-
TON ALEXANDER MECH-
LING TO TRISTON 
ALEXANDER FINCH. A 
hearing on the Application will 
be held on March 3, 2025 at 
1:30 p.m. In the Probate Court 
of Logan County, located at 101 
S. Main St., Bellefontaine, OH 
43311. 
Triston Mechling 
1137 S. Main St. 
Bellefontaine, OH 43311 
Jan. 11, 2025 

 

Notice of Public Hearing 
  
The McArthur Township 
Zoning Commission, Logan 
County, OH, will hold a public 
hearing concerning proposed 
amendments to the McArthur 
Township Zoning Map on 
January 21, 2021 at 6:30  PM at 
the McArthur Township Hall. 
The building address is 3691 
CR 37 W. Huntsville, OH 
43324. 
The proposed amendments, ini-
tiated by application of the 
property owner, propose to 
amend the zoning district of the 
following properties: 
Parcel #: 23-048-00-00-038-
000–13.012 Acres, Currently 
Zoned B-1, Proposed Zoning 
M-2 Heavy Manufacturing 
Parcel #: 23-048-00-00-038-
001–3.868 Acres, Currently 
Zoned B-1, Proposed Zoning 
M-2 Heavy Manufacturing 
Parcel # 23-048-00-00-036-
000–57.495 Acres, Currently 
Zoned R-1, Proposed 
Zoning M-2 Heavy 
Manufacturing, Currently 
Zoned R-1,  
The text and map(s) of the pro-
posed amendment will be avail-
able for examination at the 
McArthur Township Hall 
between the hours of 7:00 AM 
and 3:00 PM for a period of 10 
days prior to the public hearing. 
The building address is 3691 
CR 37 W. Huntsville, OH 
43324. 
After the conclusion of such 
hearing, the matter will be sub-
mitted to the McArthur 
Township Board of Trustees its 
action.   
Brandi Alstaeter 
Fiscal Officer 
Jan. 11, 2025 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The Agreed Upon Procedures 
Engagement for the years end-
ing December 31, 2022 and 
December 31, 2023 has been 
completed by the Office of Ohio 
Auditor of State Keith Faber for 
Rushcreek Township. To sched-
ule a time to review the docu-
ment, contact Fiscal Officer 
David Willoby at 937-935-3689. 
Jan. 11, 2025 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Rushcreek Township Trustees 
2025 Regular Meeting Dates 
The Rushcreek Township 
Trustees will hold their regular 
monthly meetings on the follow-
ing dates: 
January 13 
February 10 
March 10 
April 14 
May 12 
June 9 
July 14 
August 11 
September 8 
October 6 
November 10 
December 8 
December 29 
All regular meetings will begin 
at 5:30 p.m. and will be held at 
the Rushcreek Township Hall, 
275 Mill Street W, 
Rushsylvania, Ohio on Monday 
nights. 
Jan. 11, 2025

CARMAN BUILDERS 
Vinyl siding, replacement  
windows, seamless spout- 
ing, roofing. Free estimates.  
585-6472 or 937-726-7714.

PERSONAL HEADER HEADER HEADER HEADER HEADER
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BY LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer 

The high school where 
Brian De Palma brought 
Stephen King's "Carrie" to 
life, Will Rogers' ranch 
house and a motel owned by 
William Randolph Hearst 
are among some of the 
famous structures that have 
been damaged or destroyed 
by the California wildfires. 

Los Angeles is a town full 
of landmarks, thanks to its 
co-starring role in over a 
century of filmed entertain-
ment. Some famed spots — 
like the Hollywood Bowl, 
the TCL Chinese Theatre 
and the Dolby Theatre, 
where the Oscars are held — 
initially seemed imperiled 
by the Hollywood Hills fire, 
yet remained at least largely 
unharmed Thursday. But 
the fires have taken a toll on 
some familiar sites. 

Palisades Charter High 
School 

There was "significant 
damage" to Palisades 
Charter High School, though 
the main campus building 
stands. Founded in 1961 and 
built for a reported $6 mil-
lion, the high school cur-
rently serves some 3,000 stu-
dents throughout the Los 
Angeles area, though they 
were not in session this 
week. 

FAMOUS CREDITS: De 
Palma's 1976 adaptation of 
"Carrie," starring Sissy 
Spacek as the outcast teen, 
is perhaps Pali High's most 
recognizable credit. It's also 
played high schools in the 
2003 remake of "Freaky 
Friday," with Lindsay Lohan 
and Jamie Lee Curtis, the 
Kirsten Dunst movie 
"Crazy/Beautiful," the Anne 

Hathaway film "Havoc," the 
television series "Teen Wolf" 
and "American Vandal" and 
the music video for Olivia 
Rodrigo's "good 4 u." 
Notable alumni include 
filmmaker J.J. Abrams, 
actors Jennifer Jason Leigh 
and Forest Whitaker, musi-
cian will.i.am, Los Angeles 
Lakers owner Jeanie Buss 
and Golden State Warriors 
coach Steve Kerr. 

Will Rogers' ranch house 
Will Rogers' Western 

Ranch House, a property 
dating back to the 1920s, 
was completely destroyed 
in the Palisades Fire. Built 
on 186 acres in the Pacific 
Palisades area, overlooking 
the Pacific Ocean, it had 31 
rooms, corrals, a stable, rid-
ing ring, roping arena, polo 
field, golf course and hiking 
trails. It was where the 
famed actor (once one of 

the highest paid) and radio 
personality would ride 
horses and practice roping 
before his death in 1935. 
His widow, Betty Rogers, 
gave the property to the 
state in 1944 and it became 
a historic state park. 

FAMOUS CREDITS: The 
state park was featured in 
the 1975 Barbra Streisand 
sequel "Funny Lady." 

Topanga Ranch Motel 
The Palisades Fire also 

destroyed the Topanga 
Ranch Motel, a 30-room, 
bungalow-style motel built 
by William Randolph 
Hearst in 1929. The proper-
ty had been uninhabited 
and deteriorating for nearly 
20 years, but there were 
plans for a restoration and 
reopening in the works. 

FAMOUS CREDITS: The 
1970s television series 
"Mannix" as well as an 

episode of "Remington 
Steele," the 1986 Judd 
Nelson and Ally Sheedy 
movie "Blue City" and the 
1991 Bridget Fonda movie 
"Leather Jackets." 

Reel Inn Malibu 
This seafood shack on 

the Pacific Coast Highway 
and across the street from 
Topanga Beach State Park 
opened in 1986 and burned 
to the ground in the fire. In 
an Instagram post, the own-
ers wrote that they weren't 
sure what would remain of 
the beloved spot. 
"Hopefully the state parks 
will let us rebuild when the 
dust settles," Teddy and 
Andy Leonard wrote. 

FAMOUS CREDITS: It's 
been featured on shows like 
"Man vs. Food" and "The 
Chew" and counted the 
likes of Cindy Crawford, 
Paris Hilton and Jerry 
Seinfeld as fans of its fried 
seafood fare. It also made a 
cameo in "24." 

The Bunny Museum 
A quirky Los Angeles-

area oddity, The Bunny 
Museum, located in 
Altadena and dedicated to 
all things bunnies, was also 
destroyed. The museum had 
all sorts of bunny-themed 
items, from Trix boxes and 
bottles of Nesquik, Bugs 
Bunny paraphernalia and 
magazine covers of per-

former Bad Bunny. There 
was also a Chamber of Hop 
Horrors detailing the histori-
cal abuse of bunnies that 
had an age requirement: 13 
and up. 

FAMOUS CREDITS: It's 
made the Guinness Book of 
World Records, and been 
featured in Ripley's Believe 
It Or Not!, the Smithsonian 
Magazine and an episode of 
"Visiting…With Huell 
Howser." 

"Hacks" mansion 
The 1915 Spanish 

Colonial Revival mansion 
that played Deborah 
Vance's Los Angeles home 
in the HBO series "Hacks" 
was located in Altadena and 
fell victim to the Eaton fire. 
According to the trade pub-
lication Deadline, only the 
facade remains. 

FAMOUS CREDITS: It 
played the "side mansion" 
belonging to Jean Smart's 
character in "Hacks." 
According to reports, it will 
be seen in the fourth season. 

The Andrew McNally 
House 

The Queen Anne-style 
mansion in Altadena that 
dates back to 1887 and was 
commissioned for wealthy 
map-maker Andrew 
McNally was lost in the 
Eaton Fire. Designed by 
architect Frederick L. 
Roehrig, the house had nine 

bedrooms, six bathrooms, 
seven fireplaces, a distinc-
tive bell-shaped turret (that 
had a view of the San 
Gabriel Mountains and the 
Pacific Ocean) and a wrap-
around porch. It was 
adorned with hand-carved 
woodwork, stained glass 
windows and included an 
opulent "Turkish Room" 
decorated with Moorish 
influences. The grounds also 
had an aviary. It was added 
to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2007. 

FAMOUS CREDITS: The 
2001 Whoopi Goldberg and 
Jada Pinkett Smith movie 
"Kingdom Come." 

Charles S. Farnsworth 
Park 

A picturesque 15-acre 
park with a playground, 
amphitheater, walking 
paths and a baseball field 
was damaged in the Eaton 
Fire. The Los Angeles 
County Parks department 
wrote on Instagram that the 
Altadena park's Davies 
Community Center, a stone 
building that dates back to 
1934, was destroyed. 

FAMOUS CREDITS: The 
amphitheater, directly next 
to the community center, 
can be seen in "American 
Pie 2" as the location of the 
band camp concert. The 
park has also been used in 
the Apple TV+ series 
"Shrinking." 

Open Le�er to Ohio Power Sea�ng Board  
Case Number � 24�0801�EL�BGN�Grange�Solar 

Grange Solar – Let’s Talk About the Jobs and the Details in the Fine Print! 
I am wri
ng to express my opposi
on to the Grange Solar Project by Open Road Renewables (ORR) and their 
uniden
fied client. 
Raised in Russells Point and now living in Pirate’s Cove on Indian Lake, my wife and I have deep roots in the 
community, with family in the Indian Lake School District and Logan County.  
I have read ORR’s 2,750�page applica
on to the Ohio Power Si
ng Board (OPSB), a�ended their community 
sessions, and had discussions with ORR representa
ves and management. 
ORR’s applica
on relies on so�ware modeling, public data, charts, tables, and hired consultants to present its 
benefit claims as facts. However, these claims are inaccurate when considering the actual benefits and bur�
dens to the Indian Lake community. While these benefits may apply to the State of Ohio and other regions, 
they do not hold true for Indian Lake, Logan, Auglaize, Shelby, or Hardin County. 
My business background, experience, and roots in the Indian Lake area give me a unique qualified perspec
ve 
that challenges ORR’s conclusions. I receive no financial benefit from my opposi
on, avoiding conflicts of inter�
est—unlike ORR and their consultants. My commitment to Indian Lake drives my stance. 
ORR’s applica
on uses confusing terms from its so�ware modeling tools, such as direct jobs, indirect jobs, and 
induced jobs. For clarity, I will focus on direct jobs, as they are the primary drivers behind the e�ects repre�
sented by the other terms. 
The fine print shows these new jobs will not benefit Indian Lake or Logan County enough to jus
fy the bur�
den the solar farm will cause. 
Misleading Claims by ORR About “Local” Job Benefits:  

•Most residents of Indian Lake understand “local” to mean within Logan County or the Indian Lake School 
District. ORR’s marke
ng literature promotes this by sta
ng they are inves
ng in Logan County and Indian 
Lake by providing money and jobs. 

• ORR’s applica
on to OPSB defines “local” as either Indian Lake, Logan, Auglaize, Hardin, Shelby Coun
es, 
or the State of Ohio, depending on the topic. 

• The PILOT tax abatement program legally requires 70% of construc
on workers to be Ohio residents. This 
is the actual meaning of “local,” as the $200 million PILOT program provides a key financial reward for 
ORR and is promoted as the main benefit to the Indian Lake community. 

Solar Project Job Types and their Economic Impact:  
• Loss of Farming Jobs: Conver
ng 2,600 acres of prime farmland into a solar farm will result in a $2 million 

annual loss in crop income and the loss of eight farming jobs, each paying $41,000 annually. This will 
harm workers, their families, and local businesses. ORR’s claim that increased yields on remaining farm�
land in Logan County will mi�gate this loss is false. These jobs are 
ed to crop acreage, not yields. The 
income loss will compound yearly, weakening Logan County’s farming economy. Over 40 years, this totals 
$80 million, unadjusted for infla
on, excluding future economic opportuni
es, which could triple this 
amount. 

• Sheep Grazing Jobs: The proposed sheep grazing opera
on will create eight new direct jobs over the next 
2�7 years, each paying $32,000 annually. These jobs pay less than crop farm jobs and are not equal re�
placements. They are meant to maintain vegeta
on around solar panels and are heavily subsidized by the 
solar farm to reduce mowing costs and maintain soil quality. Agriculture output is a benefit to reduce 
mowing costs, not to establish a profitable new agricultural business. 

• Solar Farm Opera�on Jobs: Once completed, the solar farm will create ten new direct jobs for opera
on 
and maintenance, each paying $63,000 annually. These jobs require specialized training and skills, and it 
is unlikely they will be filled by current residents of Indian Lake or surrounding coun�es. ORR character�
izes these labor needs as minimal. 

• Construc�on Jobs: The construc
on of the solar farm will create 1,156 new direct jobs las
ng 13 months, 
each paying $49,000 annually. ORR’s analysis shows the current construc
on worker labor pool of 5,114 
workers in Logan, Auglaize, Hardin, and Shelby coun
es makes it challenging to fill these jobs locally. The 
low unemployment rate means this labor pool is considered fully employed by most economists. Even if 
unemployment rises by one percent, less than 60 of these jobs will be filled by local residents, represent�
ing less than 4% of the new jobs. 

Of the 1,156 direct jobs created, 1,100 will be filled by a migrant solar farm construc�on workforce currently 
living outside Logan, Auglaize, Hardin, and Shelby coun�es. 

• Many of these workers will seek temporary housing for their families in the Indian Lake and Logan County 
area, poten
ally increasing the popula
on by 4,000 (current popula
on of Russells Point is 1,300). This 
demand will compete with the tourism economy and local residents, leading to increased rents and hous�
ing shortages. ORR’s claim that this e�ect will be minimal is false. We only have to look to Springfield, 
Ohio, to see the e�ect of a large sudden increase in local popula
on; rents have nearly tripled in some 
areas. 

• There is also the poten
al for eight hundred (800) or more new school�age children to the area (current 
Indian Lake School District enrollment is 1,400).  

The Indian Lake community will face major disrup�ons during the 13�month construc�on phase. 
• The influx of ~1,200 workers commu
ng daily into the area will bring the following: 

– 10�20% increase in crime levels 
– 20�30% increase in tra�c conges
on 
– Parking needs ~1,200 addi
onal vehicles. 
– Eight food trucks (current ea
ng establishments are insu�cient) 
– 120 porta�po�es 
– Fi�y dumpsters for weekly trash 

ORR claims that the construc�on of the solar farm will provide a significant boost to area retail businesses. 
This is likely overstated and false. There are no significant retail areas in Russells Point, Lakeview, Bloomfield, 
McArthur, Richland, Stokes, or Washington Townships. The nearest relevant area is over ten (10) miles away. 
Sanita�on, garbage services, and food trucks in Logan County could benefit over 13 months, but rela�vely 
speaking this a small frac�on of the economic boast claimed by ORR. 

• 120 Porta Po�es � Es
mated $234,000 
• Trash Dumpsters and Garbage Removal � Es
mated $222,000 
• Food Truck Spending: 1,200 workers could spend an es
mated ~$3 million on lunch, assuming $12.50 per 

meal and 70% par
cipa
on daily. 
Indian Lake/Logan County receives no meaningful short�term or long�term economic benefits when it 
comes to direct jobs from the construc�on or opera�on of the solar farm.  
Indian Lake/Logan County gets only 1% of the benefits from the new jobs but bears 100% of the burden. 
I urge my Indian Lake and Logan County neighbors to oppose the Grange Solar Farm. 
 
Charles Mallory | Russells Point, OH  
chuck.mallory2359@gmail.com
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DON’T TRUST YOUR CASE TO AN 
OUT-OF-STATE TV LAWYER

Ohio’s Premier Asbestos Injury Law Firm

The attorneys at McDermott & Hickey LLC have been 
successfully representing Mesothelioma and Asbestos 

Lung Cancer victims across Ohio for over 30 years.

If you or a loved one has been injured by asbestos 
exposure, call the experienced professionals at 

McDermott & Hickey toll free.

(877) 303-6379
www.MESOHIO.com

The Los Angeles landmarks from film and TV damaged by wildfires

A welcome path leads to the charred remains of the Bunny 
Museum, Thursday, Jan. 9, 2025, in Altadena, Calif. (AP 
PHOTO/CHRIS PIZZELLO)

The Andrew McNally House, built in 1887 by the co-founder of the Rand McNally publishing com-
pany, is pictured after it was destroyed by the Eaton Fire, Thursday, Jan. 9, 2025, in Altadena, 
Calif. (AP PHOTO/CHRIS PIZZELLO)
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REALITY CHECK Dave Whamond

n SUDOKU KING FEATURES

RUBES Leigh RubinMODERATELY CONFUSED Jeff Stahler DENNIS THE MENACE Hank Ketcham

n CROSSWORD Sheffer

Moon Alert: Avoid shopping or impor-
tant decisions from 6:30 p.m. to 11:45 
p.m. EST today (3:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. 
PST). After that, the Moon moves 
from Gemini into Cancer.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Saturday, 
Jan. 11, 2024:
You’re a hardworking, truth-seeking 
perfectionist. You want the answers to 
the big questions. You’re efficient and 
astute. Take time to enjoy this year. It’s 
your turn to have fun! Let your guard 
down and loosen up a bit. Old friends 
may reappear to rekindle friendships.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You’ll 
Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 
3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)  
★★★★ Be extra clear in all your com-
munications with others today to avoid 
confusion. Meanwhile, cut yourself  
some slack if  you want to spend time 
daydreaming or being lost in a fantasy 
world. On the upside, your imagination 
is excellent today! Take it easy. Tonight: 
Cocoon at home.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ This is a poor day to make 
important financial decisions, because 
an element of confusion is present. 
This means you might have misinfor-
mation. People dealing with you might 
make mistakes or they might try to 
deceive you — could go either way. 
Think twice before you part with your 
hard-earned cash. Tonight: Lively con-
versations.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Today is the classic day to kid 
yourself  about something. This is 
because the Moon is in your sign today 
at odds with fuzzy Neptune. This can 
make the emotional aspects of rela-
tionships difficult. People (including 

“Who, me?” Tonight: Be frugal.
CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★ Today you might feel disorient-
ed, mildly troubled and ready to  
second-guess yourself. Relax, because 
this is a fleeting thing that is gone by 
the end of  the day. Nevertheless, 
because you lack the confidence of 
your convictions, do nothing impor-
tant. Take it easy. Tonight: You win!
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Your interactions with friends 
and members of groups might be a bit 
confusing today. Although you feel 
sympathetic for someone and want to 
extend a helping hand, your efforts 
could be misunderstood by someone. 
Or perhaps you misunderstand what 
they want. Don’t jump the gun. 
Tonight: Enjoy solitude.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ Be careful, because your com-
munications with parents, bosses and 
people in authority could be confusing 
today. Make no assumptions. Make an 
effort to clarify what others expect of 
you. Make sure they understand what 
you are saying to them. Communications 
are cloudy! Tonight: Warm friendships.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Your appreciation of beauty is 
heightened today; nevertheless, be 
careful about spending money and 
buying beautiful art objects, which you 
like to do, because there’s an element 
of hazy confusion present in the world 
today. It’s brief  and gone by the end of 
the day. It’s a poor day to spend money. 
Tonight: You are noticed.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★ Because you might be focused on 
making decisions about inheritances, 
shared property, taxes, debt or other 
financial matters, do be aware that this 
is a poor day to do this. Your informa-
tion might be faulty. People might 
jump to the wrong conclusions. Just 

new ideas!
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★ Don’t try to do too much today. 
This is good day to relax. However, 
discussions with partners and close 
friends are subject to misunderstand-
ings. If  you’re dealing with an impor-
tant issue, make an effort to clarify 
what’s going on, especially about health 
matters. Tonight: Check your finances.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★ If  you’re at work today or deal-
ing with pets, issues might get confus-
ing. Remember that when something is 
really confusing, it means you don’t 
have the right facts and you don’t know 
it. Therefore, postpone important deci-
sions today. Relax and take it easy. 
Tonight: Be cooperative.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ Because you feel laid-back this 
is an excellent day for creative work, 
hanging out with kids or socializing. 
You’re open to new ideas and concepts. 
In fact, your imagination is heightened! 
However, this is a poor day to make 
important decisions about kids. Be 
aware of this. Tonight: Get organized.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ Family conversations might be 
confusing today because of a misun-
derstanding or incorrect assumptions. 
It’s also remotely possible that some-
one is hiding something or dodging the 
truth. Either way, be aware that issues 
are easy to misunderstand. Postpone 
decisions for tomorrow. Tonight: 
Socialize!

BORN TODAY
Singer Mary J. Blige (1971), actress 
Amanda Peet (1972), actress Son Ye-jin 
(1982)

* * *
Find more Georgia Nicols horoscopes 
at georgianicols.com.

n HOROSCOPES  
ROYAL STARS | FROM KING FEATURES SYNDICATE  By Georgia Nicols

NON-SEQUITUR Wiley Sequitur

PEANUTS Charles Schulz PEARLS BEFORE SWINE Stephan Pastis

NEW YORK (AP) — Capturing 
Sir Elton John's 50-year career is a 
herculean task. Good thing his 
husband, David Furnish, and film-
maker R.J. Cutler were up for the 
challenge. 

"Elton John: Never Too Late," 
one of The Associated Press' picks 
for the best music documentaries 
of 2024, was inspired by John's 
final U.S. tour in 2022 — but quick-
ly became a celebration of his life 
and work. It is filled with insight 
into his music, relationships — 
including a fiery friendship with 
John Lennon — troublesome child-
hood and struggles with addiction. 
It is bookended by myth-making 
performances at Los Angeles' 
Dodger Stadium in 1975 and 2022. 

For fans — and even John him-
self — it is revelatory viewing. 

"I was struck by how good the 
music was in those first five years, 
because I very rarely listened to my 
music. I was very proud of that," 
John told the AP this week. "And 
also, it brought back the incredible 

struggle that I had with success, 
having no foundation underneath 
it. I turned to alcohol, drugs and 
then had redemption by getting 
sober." 

Success and satisfaction are not 
one in the same, a fact that's quick-
ly established in the film. John had 
fame but hungered for connection. 
Having a family changed him. 

"The greatest things in my life 
are my two kids and David. And 
the music comes secondary to 
them," he says. 

"The title 'Never Too Late' 
sums it up for everybody, not just 
me. You can change things. It's 
never too late to change anything. 
Thank God I did. Because when I 
got sober, my whole life completely 
changed." He's now been sober for 
34 years. 

"It's been glorious compared to 
what it was for about 10 years, 15 
years," he says of his past struggles 
with drug and alcohol addiction. 
"You know, I was still playing and 
touring while I was doing drugs. I 

never stopped. Because music kept 
me alive. Music kept me alive. It 
nearly killed me, but it saved me, if 
you get what I mean. I am just so 
proud because now I have a fami-
ly." 

He views "Never Too Late" as 
not only a celebration of that jour-
ney, but an effective "piece of 
advocacy," as he describes it. "You 
can have children, and you can be 
gay, and you can have a happy 
family. I couldn't be happier." 

"Never Too Late" is also the 
title of an uplifting theme song 
written by Brandi Carlile, Andrew 
Watt, John and his longtime lyricist 
Bernie Taupin, currently shortlist-
ed for the 2025 Oscars. Carlile was 
the catalyst; she paid John and 
Furnish a visit to their home in 
France, saw a rough cut of the doc-
umentary and felt moved to write a 
song. 

"This song was about my life, 
and I found it very easy to write 
to," he said of the collaboration. 
And its message is simple: "I've 

been through hell," John says. 
"And I still come out fighting the 
other side. So, you know, it's very 
true to what I am." 

And while his days of touring 
are behind him, the song "Never 
Too Late" is part of a "new era," as 
John explains it. Fans can expect 
new music in the future. "There 
will be a new album sooner or 
later," he said. "I'm dying to record 
new stuff." 

A project like "Never Too Late" 
allows for reflection. When asked 
what John hopes his legacy 
becomes 50, 100 years from now, 
he says simply: "I just want, on my 
tombstone to say, 'He was a great 
dad.' That's what I want. The musi-
cal legacy will speak for itself. But 
from a human point of view, 'He 
was a great dad and a great hus-
band.'" 

Last month, John revealed he 
had lost some vision after contract-
ing an infection. "The eyesight is a 
problem. But we're looking into 
treatment for it. I'm a huge opti-

mist. I basically lost the eyesight in 
my right eye for the time being. My 
left eye is not the greatest," he says. 

He's been adjusting to the con-
dition for six months. "I've had, 
since this happened, such an 
empathy for sight- impaired peo-
ple and blind people... When you 
see so many other people who just 
can't see at all — I'm very blessed." 

John's positivity is felt through-
out "Never Too Late." He's unin-
terested in looking backwards; in 
the same way his record-breaking 
accomplishments are celebrated 
on film, so too are contemporary 
moments that spotlight his enthu-
siasm for his family and younger 
talent. 

"For me, it's all about what's 
going to happen in the future, not 
what's happened in the past," he 
says. "With this documentary, we 
leave certain time behind. And 
now it's all about starting again." 

"Elton John: Never Too Late" is 
available to stream now on 
Disney+. 

For Elton John, ‘Never Too Late’ isn’t just a 
documentary and song — it is a life mantra 
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(CORRECTION: An 
earlier version of this 
story incorrectly stated 
that Ella Beelman was 
approved as a full-time 
firefighter for Lakeview at 
the village’s Jan. 6 
council meeting. 
Beelman was approved 
as a part-time volunteer 
for the department, and 
she also serves as a part-
time volunteer firefighter 
for the Huntsville Fire 
Department. ) 

 
BY NATE SMITH 
examiner staff Writer 

The Lakeview Village 
Council adjusted its 
meeting schedule, 
approved a new firefight-
er to its roster and 
mulled a formal letter of 
opposition to industrial 
solar development dur-
ing a Monday, Jan. 6, reg-
ular meeting. 

Council approved an 
ordinance reducing 
monthly meetings from 
two to one, with meet-
ings now set for the first 
Monday of each month. 
This change ends the 
long-standing schedule 

of meetings on the first 
and third Mondays. 

Ella Beelman was 
approved as a part-time 
volunteer firefighter. She 
also serves as a part-time 
volunteer firefighter for 
the Huntsville Fire 
Department. 

Interim Fire Chief 
Josh Oakley reported that 
the fire department now 
has 15 first responders, 
returning to pre-turmoil 
staffing levels. Personnel 
issues with the previous 
fire chief had led to resig-
nations, but many of 
those staff members have 
since returned. 

Mayor Elaine Fagan-
Moore declared 2025 as 
“a time for healing,” stat-
ing that Lakeview is 
“back open for business.” 
She outlined plans for a 
bed tax to generate rev-
enue from tourists and 
the establishment of a 
mayor’s court as priori-
ties for this year. 

The council also 
entertained a discussion 
about the Grange Solar 
project, a proposed 
2,600-acre solar farm in 
the Indian Lake area. 

Representatives from 
Open Road Renewables, 
the project developer, 
and members of the 
Indian Lake Advocacy 
Group, a vocal opposi-
tion group, were present. 

The issue of the 
Grange Solar farm and its 
proposed footprint in the 
area of Bloomfield, 
Richland, McArthur, 
Washington and Stokes 
townships is not new to 
Indian Lake-area resi-
dents. 

The advocacy group 
asked the council to sign 
a letter opposing indus-
trial solar development. 
Jason Smith, public 
affairs manager for Open 
Road Renewables, urged 
council not to take 
immediate action and 
suggested the issue be 
added to a future agenda. 
Smith has been attend-
ing regular council meet-
ings for months attempt-
ing to answer questions 
and quell skeptical resi-
dents. 

An extended back-
and-forth followed, and 
eventually started to get 
a little personal. 

Questions ranged from 
environmental impacts 
to energy efficiency and 
where the energy would 
go. Mayor Fagan-Moore 
raised concerns about 
bird migration, but Smith 
argued the Audubon 
Society has not opposed 
solar farms. 

Tensions escalated 
when opponents accused 
Open Road of using 
donations, such as con-
tributions to the Indian 
Lake Watershed Project, 
to gain public favor. The 
word “bribes” was used. 
Resident Dave Corwin 
criticized the company 
for resuming promotions 
“two weeks” soon after a 
March tornado. 

“That’s a low blow,” 
Smith responded, 
defending the company’s 
actions and highlighting 
his role in post-tornado 
volunteer efforts. 

Council has taken no 
action yet on the letter of 
opposition, but based on 
public comments stand 
in unanimous opposition 
to solar development. 
The next regular meeting 
is Feb. 3. 

LAKEVIEW COUNCIL 

Adjustments to meeting schedule, 
new firefighter appproved

By the examiner staff 

Washington 
Township Police 
Chief Michael 
Thompson updated 
the Lakeview 
Village Council during its meeting Monday, Jan. 6, 
highlighting recent activity and future plans for com-
munity safety. 

Since taking over patrols in Lakeview, Washington 
Township officers have conducted 27 business 
checks, made six traffic stops and issued five warn-
ings along with one citation. Officers have also 
responded to various calls, including reports of a sus-
picious person, reckless vehicle operation and an 
animal complaint. 

Chief Thompson announced plans for a business 
security risk assessment program. This initiative will 
allow local businesses to have their security measures 
evaluated by officers, who will provide recommenda-
tions for improvement. 

He also noted that two officers are scheduled to 
attend ALICE active shooter response training in 
March. Once completed, Washington Township 
Police will be equipped to train churches and other 
local organizations on how to respond to active 
shooter situations. 

The police chief also noted the department’s focus 
on learning the geography of Lakeview and keeping a 
visible presence within the community. Officers have 
prioritized building relationships with businesses 
and ensuring they feel supported and secure. 

WASHINGTON TWP. POLICE 

Security risk 
assessment 
program planned 
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Use MyCash, a quick and easy personal loan for up to $5,000 from 
United Midwest Savings Bank to pay for holiday bills, car repairs, new 
appliances or whatever expenses arise. With a lower rate than most 
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2.99% A.P.R.
**

Apply for a MyCash personal loan online at

www.umwsb.com/mycashloan www.umwsb.com/mycashloan 
or

Stop by our DeGraff branch for more information. 

Pay off Your Holiday Bills 
with MyCashMyCash

Apply for a MyCashMyCash  personal loan
Loan amounts up to $5,000.

*Credit card rate information per www.wallethub.com.**MyCash is a consumer loan 
program with 2.99% APR for approved borrowers in low or moderate census tracts 
and/or have low or moderate income. The rate for approved borrowers outside the low-
to-moderate census tract or income parameters is 9.99% APR. Maximum loan amount 
is $5,000. Maximum loan term is 60 months. Assuming a loan amount of $5,000 for 
60 months, the monthly payment for a MyCash loan is $89.92 at 2.99% APR and 
$106.21 for 9.99% APR. Rates, terms, and conditions may vary and are subject to 
change without notice. All loans are subject to credit review, underwriting guidelines, 
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101 South Main Street
DeGraff, Ohio 43318
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Bailey demonstrated 
the machine, noting that 
for two of the items — 
emergency Narcan and 
COVID tests — codes are 
available to enter into the 
vending machine to 
quickly dispense these 
items. For emergency 
Narcan, patrons are 
advised to first dial 911 
and then access the 
Narcan.  

For all other items in 
the vending machines, 
patrons should scan the 
QR code on the machine 
and they’ll be directed to 
a link with a short survey 
and then they will receive 
an access code to enter 
into the machine for their 
item or items.  

Other products avail-
able in the vending 
machine include: fentanyl 
tests, period kits, Sharps 
container, safe sex kits, 
safe smoke supplies, test 
before you drink kit, 
injection supplies and 
medication disposal.  

Also at the meeting, 
members voted on offi-
cers to lead the board for 
2025. Dr. Grant Varian 
was re-elected board 
president and Chris 
Watkins was re-elected 
vice president.  

Health Commissioner 
Travis Irvan noted that 
Dr. Varian is up for re-
election for a new term 
on the board when the 
Logan County Health 
District Advisory Council 
meets in March.  

During the nursing 
report, Director of 
Nursing Lee Watts said 
she and her staff will be 
assisting the Kenton-
Hardin Health 
Department with vaccine 
clinics once or twice a 
month for a temporary 
period, while the KHHD 
works through 
staffing/budgetary issues.  

“They’re in a tough 
spot right now,” Irvan 
noted, stating that other 
area health departments 
are providing assistance 
to the KHHD as well.  

Watts said the demand 

locally at the LCHD for 
seasonal vaccines has 
waned recently, so her 
staff are available to offer 
this type of off-site clinic.  

In addition, Irvan said 
health district employees 
also are stepping up to 
help staff the local warm-
ing shelter, offered on 
evenings when tempera-
tures dip below 20 
degrees, at the 
Bellefontaine First 
Church of God, 1000 E. 
Brown Ave. The Recovery 
Zone is spearheading this 
effort for the winter of 
2024-25.  

Intake for the warming 
shelter is from 6 to 8 p.m. 
at the youth center 
entrance, door 9.  

Also during the com-
munity health report, 
Bailey offered updates on 
NaloxBox placements 
throughout the county, 
noting that 10 of the 
emergency Narcan boxes 
have been installed in 
recent months, and there 
is continued community 
interest from other enti-
ties about obtaining the 
boxes for their place of 
business or organization.  

In addition, LCHD 
staff recently provided 
Narcan training to 
approximately 150 staff 
members at Indian Lake 
Schools, and also offered 
“Behind the Bar” Narcan 
training to staff at the 
Fraternal Order of Eagle’s 
of Bellefontaine, Axe 
Ventura, The Syndicate 
and Brewfontaine.  
The next meeting is 1 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 12.  

In other action, the board:  
• approved the finalized 2025 
budget, with Director of Business 
Operations Christina Bramlage 
noting it is the same budget 
approved by the county budget 
commission, with no changes;  
• ordered Suzanne Gillespie, 7890 
Rose Path, Russells Point, with a 
private well casing that is dam-
aged and broken off at ground 
level, leaving the casing open to 
contaminants, to correct the vio-
lation by sealing the well within 
five days; and  
• approved well variance 
requests for Kay and Jeff Dorner 
of Wapakoneta for their property 
at 10793 Seminole Shore Drive, 
Huntsville; Dennis Steinke of 
Piqua for his property at 7755 
Park Drive, Russells Point; and 
Tammy Mansfield for her prop-
erty at 7594 County Road 91, 
Lewistown.  

HEALTH________

Board of DD project helps open doors at 3 area businesses  
Every day, people with developmental disabilities face barriers to accessing facilities and services, preventing them from fully taking 
part. The Logan County Board of Developmental Disabilities expressed interest in helping local businesses install accessible doors with 
the use of one-time ARPA grant funds. Three area businesses, Homegrown Yoga, 138 W. Columbus Ave., Bellefontaine; Gathering 
Grounds, 337 E. Main St., Russells Point; and Buckeye at the Lake, 11977 State Route 235, Lakeview; were interested in the project 
and now have a welcome addition to their facilities. The LCBDD allocated ARPA grant funds distributed by the Ohio Department of 
Developmental Disabilities to complete this project. These funds have allowed LCBDD to assist our community with offering a more 
inclusive and accessible Ohio, one that continues to recognize and value the contributions of all citizens. (SUBMITTED PHOTOS) 

BY THE EXAMINER STAFF  

ILHS College and 
Career Readiness stu-
dents recently got a valu-
able look at the costs of 
living in the real world 
playing “The Game of 
Life.”  

Honda Federal Credit 
Union teamed up with 
the Midwest Regional 
Educational Service 
Center and the Logan 
County Chamber of 
Commerce to bring this 
expense-planning exer-
cise to area high school 
students. Indian Lake 
juniors were the first to 
take part locally.  

Honda Federal Credit 
Union Business 
Development Manager 
Cindy Haavistow pat-
terned “The Game of 
Life” after a program 
taught near the Indiana 
Honda facility. 

“I really saw the value, 
especially when the hot 
topic is financial wellness 
and literacy,” Haavistow 
said. “What better way to 
give these students the 
opportunity to under-
stand the journey that’s 
ahead of them once high 
school is over?” 

Prior to the event, 
CCR students researched 

careers, selected a job 
and chose their family sit-
uation. 

During “The Game of 
Life,” they got a monthly 
pay stub with their earn-
ings after taxes. Then stu-
dents made their way 
around the cafeteria to 
about 20 different local 
business and organiza-
tion representatives 
where residents typically 
spend their money.  

Students were 
required to pay for hous-
ing, transportation and 
insurance, but could 
make other spending 
decisions based on their 
income. They had to con-
sider groceries, utilities, 
child care, pet care, recre-
ation, student loans, 
charitable giving and 
many other types of pos-
sible costs.   

Participants were also 
required to draw a card 
from SRO Miller with an 
unexpected life event, like 
a speeding ticket, that 
might cost them more 
money.  

After they visited each 
station, the pupils took 
their budget sheet to 
Honda Federal Credit 
Union employees to get 
advice and recommenda-
tions on their spending.  

Junior Matthew Culp 
played the game as an 
aircraft mechanic making 
$5,567 per month with a 
spouse and one child. He 
made ends meet, but just 
barely.  

“I really tried to save 
money on my house and 
save money on my car. 
This was very eye-open-
ing compared to what I 
thought it was going to be 
— I thought I was going 
to come up with a lot 
more money at the end, 
but I only had $15 left.” 

ILHS College and 
Career Readiness educa-
tor Alex Jacobs plans to 
take this concept and 

continue it in the class-
room over the next few 
weeks while teaching 
more on financial litera-
cy.  

Honda Federal Credit 
Union also presented a 
Car Buying Experience 
workshop to help stu-
dents understand their 
credit and be knowledge-
able with what could be 
the first major purchase 
of their early adult life.  

Students from other 
schools around Logan 
County will be taking part 
in “The Game of Life” 
and the Car Buying 
Experience over the next 
few weeks.  

ILHS juniors gain insights through 
‘The Game of Life’ simulation  

Indian Lake High School junior Alyssa Powell uses her calcu-
lator to determine if she can afford to donate to the United 
Way during The Game of Life at Indian Lake High 
School. (INDIAN LAKE SCHOOLS PHOTO) 


